
We will have a nice luncheon meet-

ing with a buffet featuring steak and 

red wine. The program will be a Dean 

Martin-style roast of President Hal. We 

will start at our regular time: 12:10 p. 

Guests are $20. Please tell host Den-

nis Mehringer how many guests you 

plan on bringing by 10a on Tuesday, 

June 16.

T

OFF THE ROTARY WHEEL

Rotary Club of Altadena

AN AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER 

June 18

Kimmit Haggins

June 25

Tony Hill

July 03

Boyd Hudson
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on . . . My Rotary Year
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Please turn to Refl ections, p4

This WeekThis Week
Demotion Party:
President Hal Yorke 

becomes 

Vice President

Guest Program Host: 
Dennis Mehringer

by Hal Yorke, President

T
his Refl ections column will be dif-

ferent from most of my previous 

columns – I will refl ect on some-

thing that has direct relevance to the 

Rotary Club of Altadena. Whereas the 

general theme of my Sparks contribu-

tions previously loosely wove around the 

importance of science and the evolution 

of technology, here I take time to think 

about my year as President of the Club and 

thank the folks who helped me navigate 

through it.

This past year I have learned more 

about Rotary and being a Rotarian than 

in my previous 13½ years as a Rotarian. 

Some of this is related to the fact that I had 

to be formally trained by District 5300, and 

I attended the 2014 Rotary International 

Convention in Sydney, Australia and two 

District Conventions. Yes, I learned a lot 

about the inner workings of Rotary. How-

ever, most of what I learned is related to 

how my fellow Rotarians stepped up to 

the plate in making 2014-2015 a success-

ful Rotary year for the Altadena Club. If 

I ever appeared to have risen above the 

heads of my fellow Rotarians this past 

year, it was probably because I was lying 

on their shoulders, and merely raised my 

head to watch in astonishment what they 

were doing.

Toward the beginning of the year the 

ARC (Altadena Rotary Charities) board 

informed me that we had excess funds 

that should be spent in addition to our 

regular allotment. Our international proj-

ect scheduled for 2014 had to be put on 

ice for a year, because of issues (among 

others) related to who has direct control 

of spending Rotary Foundation funds that 

our club is not only responsible for but 

will ultimately have to account for. Past 

negative experiences made it necessary 

for us to insist on maintaining control of 

these funds. I am very happy that John 

Frykenberg — our International Service 

Chair — stuck to his guns and gut feeling 
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Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

06/03 - Kathleen Ann Fennel
0608 - Theo Clarke

06/12 - Tom McCurry
06/17 - Gary Clark
06/20 - Dotty Clark

6/23 - Margarita Figueroa
06/28 - Phyllis Soza

Anniversaries
06/05 - Mike Noll & Wendy Davis
06/18 - Charles & Regina Wilson

Congratulations

 Sparks is published 48 weeks a year and is the 
offi cial publication of the Rotary Club of Altade-
na. The deadline for submission of articles is Fri-
day at 6p to current editor email, fax, or delivery.
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Program ReviewProgram Review

Jericho Road

Craig Cox

EE
x c e r p t e d 

from http://

www.jericho-

roadproject.org/

history …

[“One day, the whole Jericho Road 

must be transformed so that men and 

women will not be beaten and robbed 

as they make their journey through life. 

True compassion is more than fl inging a 

coin to a beggar; it understands that an 

edifice which produces beggars needs 

restructuring.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., from the 

speech Beyond Vietnam (April 1967)

•••

Inspired by these eloquent words of Dr. 

King, Jr., the First Parish Unitarian Univer-

salist church in Concord, MA, launched 

The Jericho Road Project in 2003. The 

church envisioned bridging volunteer 

professionals from Concord, MA, with the 

needs of non-profi t organizations serving 

residents in nearby Lowell, MA. These 

professionals provided critical and free 

consulting services the nonprofi ts could 

often not afford on their own, such as 

marketing, business development, IT and 

web design, and strategic planning. 

Jericho Road's customized skills-based 

volunteer model grew quickly from an 

idea to a viable organization, as volunteer 

projects enabled people to use profession-

al skills and relationship capital to build 

up Lowell's nonprofi t capacity. By the end 

of three years' time, 51 Lowell service 

organizations received more than 5000 

pro bono hours of professional expertise 

through 180 collaborations. 

Participating nonprofi t clients rated 

their overall satisfaction with work done 

a t  6 . 5 

o n  a 

scale of 

1 to 7.

Suc-

cess in 

Lowell 

has in-

s p i re d 

o t h -

e r s  t o 

launch 

new Jericho Road sites in additional lo-

cations.]

Melanie Goodyear the Director of Jer-

icho Road (JR) Pasadena described how 

volunteerism has changed. 

Today volunteers want to bring their 

skills and experiences to their service. 

Non-profi ts have a need for people who 

know marketing, coaching, corporate 

governance, technology, etc. JR acts as 

a match maker to connect organizations 

with skilled volunteers. Services are pro-

vided free of charge.

June
Fellowship Month

Program Chair, Mike Zoeller
June 18 - Demotion Party - Guest Pro-

gram Chair, Dennis Mehringer
June 25 - To be Announceed

July
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DEMOTION PARTY

by Craig Cox, Membership Chair

hairmen’s 
ornerCornerChairmen’s 

Pedal to the Metal

When most Ro-

tary Clubs are going 

into sleep mode as 

we transition from 

one year to another, Altadena has hit the 

turbo button when it comes to member-

ship. Right now we have 4 new member 

applications! Three have complete mem-

bership proposals submitted to our club 

Secretary. We are planning to induct all 

four in June or July. That is a 14 percent 

increase in our membership. 

Let me take this opportunity to thank 

the sponsors of these member candidates: 

Steve Cunningham, Dennis Mehringer, 

and Ray Carlson. Thank you also to ev-

ery member who has invited someone 

to our lunches/service projects, attended 

a Membership Committee meeting, did 

work on our website (Jacque Foreman), 

or scheduled wonderful speakers for our 

Thursday meetings.

Our next high profi le opportunity is 

coming up as we support the Concerts in 

the Park series at Farnsworth Park starting 

on July 11. 

Keep up the good work!

regarding these issues. This meant that 

we had even more additional funds and 

spending them had to be deferred for a 

year.

The trick was to spend the additional 

ARC funds in a manner that made a dif-

ference in our community without com-

mitting us to long-term expenditures that 

we could not maintain. The answer was a 

series of multiple community projects and 

one-time expenditures in addition to our 

regular projects and commitments. The 

additional community projects required 

additional time commitments of Altadena 

Rotarians, and, indeed, I have to thank 

everyone for the enormous amount of 

time and effort spent on so many com-

munity projects.

It is impossible for me to mention ev-

eryone by name for his or her Rotarian 

volunteer work. I would inevitably forget 

someone, because I was generally MIA for 

the additional projects, having to balance 

my other time commitments. So I will 

restrict myself to thanking my board, club 

offi cers and committee chairs. This year’s 

offi cers in addition to me were: Dennis 

Mehringer (Past President and Vice Presi-

dent), Mike Noll (Treasurer), and Gordon 

Seyffert (Secretary). This committee chairs 

were: Ray Carlson (Vocational Service 

Chair), Craig Cox (Community Service 

Chair and Membership Chair), Stephen 

“Quick” Cunningham (Administration 

Chair and President-Elect), Jacque Fore-

man (Sparks Editor, Webmaster and Public 

Relations Chair), John Frykenberg (Inter-

national Service Chair), Ed Jasnow (Ro-

tary Foundation Chair), and Mike Zoeller 

and Tony Hill (Youth Service co-Chairs). 

Members of the Altadena Rotary Board 

in addition to me were: John Frykenberg, 

Ed Jasnow, Dennis Mehringer, Mike Noll, 

Gordon Seyffert, and Mike Zoeller. Many 

thanks guys, for steering the club to a 

successful Rotary year!

A special thanks goes to David Smith, 

who, like Ray Carlson, took on District 

5300 duties, yet managed to be front and 

center on all our community projects. 

Without him and his total commitment 

to Rotary, these projects would either not 

have happened or have been seriously 

hampered. Thank you, David.

Refl ections
Continued from p. 1

DEMOTION PARTY
THIS THURSDAY, JUNE 18, STARTING AT 12:10 PM

ALTADENA TOWN & COUNTRY CLUB

SPECIAL BUFFET PROVIDED

GUESTS $20 each
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At our June 11 meeting, President Hal 

had the privilege of awarding Craig Cox 

with his sixth Paul Harris pin.

For our newer members, a Paul Har-

ris is obtained when a Rotary member 

donates $1000 in his own or someone 

else’s name  

In general, a member fi rst works on 

his/her own Paul Harris and then con-

tinues donating to the foundation in 

the name of his/her spouse, children, or 

other family member(s).

Congratulations, Craig

Altadena Rotary sells Beer, Wine, Water, Soft Drinks, Snacks 
at Sheriff’s Station Car Show

Please turn to p. 5 for more photographs
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More Photos of Serving at the Sheriff’s Station Car Show
Continued from p. 4
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