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T
hrough an unexpected convergence

of factors (a few days off and a friend

who’s a casting director), on Wednes-

day I found myself on the set of a Lifetime

movie playing a detective. The working

title is No One to Blame, and, from what I

understand, it will be shown on television

in a couple months. Since I was in the back-

ground, I suggest recording the program

so you can freeze the brief frame in which

I appear!

When I first moved to Southern Cali-

fornia in 1986 to break into the entertain-

ment industry, I spent the first six months

working as a movie extra. Doing the same

task 25 years later, I realized how little

had changed (including the pay rate!). It’s

all a process of hurry up and wait, with

minutes of action followed by hours of

boredom.

One thing that has changed in 25

years, however, is I. I was so full of hope

and optimism when I made that 2,000-mile

cross-country drive more than two de-

cades ago. I was going to take Hollywood

by storm. It would only be a matter of

time, I thought, before I’d be on stage ac-

cepting my Oscar for best original screen-

play.

I’m not quite sure when that dream

died. It could have been when I simply

had to accept a stable job to support my-

self. It could have been the combined toll

of rejection letters that had piled up. Or it

could have been that the more I learned

about the cut-throat nature of show busi-

ness that I felt comfort and satisfaction

working for compassionate, nonprofit or-

ganizations.

I sometimes wonder if my life might

have turned out differently if I had stuck

with my Hollywood dream a bit longer. I

have a friend who pursued the same path

who is now a television producer living in

a large home in Los Feliz. But I also can’t

imagine my life without the people I’ve

met or the experiences I’ve had over the

past 25 years.

Perhaps the lesson I’ve learned that

has come from experience and maturity

is that life is full of dreams, but it’s meant

to be lived with eyes wide open.

Anita David has an incredible eye

for photography. This will be emi-

nently on display when she takes at-

tendees at this Thursday’s luncheon

meeting on a mind expanding voy-

age through El Prieto Canyon to see

its sensational rebirth following the

Station Fire.

David was born and raised in

Kenya and received her BA in En-

glish Literature from Cambridge Uni-

versity in England. She tried her hand

in advertising and then in television

documentary work, which is where

she first picked up a camera. That

was 32 years ago and her camera

has not been put away since. It has

taken her traveling throughout Af-

rica and parts of the Middle East in

the capacity as a photo-journalist,

often during times of much conflict

in those regions, exposing her to ex-

citement and danger that youth

thrives upon.

David moved with her husband

and two small children to the United

Please turn to This Week, p.3
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Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

04/13 - Alice HUdson

04/18 - John Frykenberg

04/29 - Mike Noll

Anniversaries
04/27 - Sterling & Olga Louviere

Congratulations

April Programs
Magazine Month

Program Chair, Theo Clarke
April 14 - Anita David: Photo Journey

through Altadena’s reborn El Prieto Can-
yon

April 21 - Barry McGuire and John York:
Country Western Fiddlers’ Extravaganza

April 28 - Tara Alexander and Randy
Murphy: Singers, Musical Theater and
Operetta Repertoire

May Programs
No Designation

Program Chair, John Guerrini
May 05 - To be Announced

May 12 - To be Announced

May 19 - To be Announced

May 26 - To be Announced

Sparks is published 48 weeks a year and is
the official publication of the Rotary Club of
Altadena. The deadline for submission of ar-
ticles is Friday at 6p to current editor email,
fax, or delivery.
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How can We ensure that Future Generations
of Californians have Safe and Reliable
Drinking Water?

T

Shannon Hsu

T
hat is

t h e

q u e s -

tion posed this

past week by

Robert Hay-

ward of the

Lincoln Av-

enue Water

C o m p a n y

and Bruce Morrison of the Los Angeles

Department of Water & Power. Hayward

— general manager of the Lincoln

Avenue Water Company for 31 years

— explained that the water used in

Southern California comes from

groundwater, Los Angeles aque-

ducts, the Colorado River, and vari-

ous state water projects. “75 percent

of the water being used in Southern

California is not from Southern Cali-

fornia,” he said. Although the first aq-

ueduct in the County of Los Angeles

was completed in 1913, by the mid

20th century, Southern California

needed

a d d i -

t i o n a l

w a t e r

sources.

In the

1960s, the

state of Cali-

fornia com-

pleted its

Grapevine project, which brought much-

needed water from Northern California.

“A lot of the water is where the people

aren’t,” said Hayward. “Nearly three quar-

ters of the water we use comes from North-

ern California.”

Although Governor Brown declared

last week that the drought “is over,” there

is always a need for conservation, he ex-

plained. “There is always a push for con-
Please turn to Program, p. 3
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A Drop of Social Glue that holds Us together
by Jacque Foreman, for the Public Awareness Chair, TBA

hairmen’hairmen’hairmen’hairmen’hairmen’sssss

This Week
Continued from p. 1

States in 1989. She got into the Hollywood

scene with her camera and enjoyed a

career as a portrait photographer, photo-

graphing Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, red car-

pet events and aspiring and established

actors.

However, the real times of connection

through the lens were the long road trips

she would take with her children through

Arizona, Utah, Colorado and New Mexico.

She fell in love with the landscapes of

mystery and space, of color and canyons,

of rugged sparseness. There was a light

that was reminiscent of her African child-

hood, and, with a renewed energy, her

lens moved away from the glitz and glamor

of Hollywood to the canyons and natural

and urban wilderness. These are the

things that make her feel most alive, and

it is through her images of these worlds

that she hopes to bring some meaning and

poetry to mankind.

David lives on a semi-tamed acre of

Altadena in a beautiful Italianate villa with

her grand piano and two dogs.

You won’t want to miss this stunning,

mind expanding event. Bring a guest.John Guerrini

Remembrance is

an underspoken of

part of the Public

Awareness commit-

tee. I was thinking it fell under the aus-

pices of the Membership Committee, but

it doesn’t. I actually had to look it up in

one of the articles that is included on our

website in the Director/Chair area to

make sure.

I’m trying to remember how long I’ve

been doing it. No one asked me to take

on Remembrance, I just saw the need and

slipped right in. [I did the same thing with

our website, but that’s a different story.] I

think it was 2004 or 2005 — again in Au-

gust because that’s when Bruce’s birth-

day is. When he didn’t get a card, I thought

that the job was either too big for the per-

son who had volunteered to do it or the

club was cutting back on expenses by only

sending cards to members.

But, when December came around,

and I didn’t get a card, I reasoned that the

whole process had fallen through the

cracks. I’m a SendOutCards Distributor,

so it seemed only fitting that I Just Do It.

So I did.

I send birthday cards to our members

and their spouses/significant others and

anniversary cards, with an occasional get

well card or sympathy card sprinkled in

the mix. SendOutCards gives me approxi-

mately 13,000 cards and 400 categories

(counting subcategories) from which to

choose. Instead of setting up annual birth-

day and anniversary campaigns, I prefer

to pick out each card as the occasion a-

rises, and I apologize if I happen to pick

the same card for you a second time. That

just means that to me that card is a per-

fect fit.

There is an add-on to SendOutCards

called PicturePlus I and II. This allows me

to create my own card fronts and/or put

pictures or graphics on the inside. I quite

often create special cards for Christmas

or other holidays and special clients..

In addition to our current/attending

members, I also send cards to our long-

time members and their spouses who no

longer attend meetings, the spouses/sig-

nificant others of members who are de-

ceased, and a few members who have

drifted away but have voiced an inten-

tion to return to Altadena Rotary when

their schedules/finances allow.

I send cards because I think it is impor-

tant to do so. To me it is one of those small

drops of social glue that holds Altadena

Rotary together. If you like the cards I

send and want to learn how to send your

own, just contact me, and I’ll let you send

two cards free, and then help you decide

at what level you wish to continue.

For those who keep track of such

things and think the club should not spend

one cent on something like cards, let me

put your minds/hearts at ease; it doesn’t.

The cards I send are my gift to the club,

its members, and a few others.

Program
Continued from p.2

servation, because California has a prob-

lem with water storage. We have suffi-

cient snowfall each year to meet the drink-

ing water needs of the entire state’s popu-

lation.” So why do we have water issues?

“We lack the ability to store the water.

The major source of water loss is not

evaporation but rather, runoff.”

“By the year 2020, every person in Cali-

fornia will have to decrease his/her wa-

ter use by twenty percent of current lev-

els,” they explained. And, although the

state apparently makes good use of re-

claimed water, this type of recycled wa-

ter is not used for drinking water … yet.

It is unclear if the question posed at the

beginning of the program was actually

answered, but it did lead to a lively ques-

tion and answer session that engaged all

Rotarians.
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MATTERS
MONEYby Linda

Wilkes

Find Linda Wilkes on line: http://

www.myprospectmortgage.com/lwilkes

Last Week in the News

Pending home sales, a forward-look-

ing indicator based on signed contracts,

rose 2.1 percent in February after a re-

vised 2.8 percent decrease in January. On

a year-over-year basis, pending sales are

down 9.3 percent.

Retail sales rose 0.2 percent for the

week ending March 26, according to the

ICSC-Goldman Sachs index. On a year-

over-year basis, retailers saw sales in-

crease 2.6 percent.

The Standard & Poor’s/Case-Shiller 20-

city housing price index — on a non-sea-

sonally adjusted basis — fell 1 percent in

January after a 1 percent decrease in

December. On a year-over-year basis,

prices fell 3.1 percent compared with Janu-

ary 2010.

The Mortgage Bankers Association said

its seasonally adjusted composite index

of mortgage applications for the week

ending March 25 fell 7.5 percent. Refinanc-

ing applications decreased 10.1 percent.

Purchase volume fell 1.7 percent.

Factory orders fell 0.1 percent in Feb-

ruary to a seasonally adjusted $446 bil-

lion, following an upwardly revised 3.3

percent increase in January. Excluding the

volatile transportation sector, orders rose

0.1 percent.

The Institute for Supply Management

reported that the monthly composite in-

dex of manufacturing activity fell slightly

to 61.2 in March after reaching 61.4 in Feb-

ruary. A reading above 50 signals expan-

sion. It was the 20th straight month of ex-

pansion.

Total construction spending fell 1.4 per-

cent to $760.6 billion in February, follow-

ing a 0.7 percent decrease in January.

Economists had anticipated a decrease of

0.3 percent in February.

Initial claims for unemployment ben-

efits fell by 6,000 to 388,000 for the week

ending March 26. Continuing claims for

the week ending March 19 fell by 51,000

to 3.7 million. The monthly unemployment

rate fell to 8.8 percent in March from 8.9

percent in February.

Upcoming on the economic calendar

are reports on chain store sales on April 7

and wholesale trade on April 8.

Second-Home Certification

The trend of purchasing second homes

saw growth in 2010 that outpaced invest-

ment property and regular home sales,

according to the National Association of

Realtors (NAR).

An additional survey by NAR indicated

that 79 percent of prospective buyers said

they were likely or very likely to buy a

second home in the next two years. The

survey cites that the typical profile of a

second-home buyer is 46 years old, mar-

ried and has a median income of $87,500.

Census Bureau data shows that 44 million

people in the United States fit this profile.

To take advantage of this growing

trend — and potential for increased sales

— consider getting certified as a NAR

Resort and Second-Home Property Spe-

cialist (RSPS). RSPS certification helps real

estate professionals with training specific

to buying and selling resort, vacation and

second-home properties.

The RSPS certification is a two-day

course focusing on the core essentials of

assisting customers and clients in tourist-

driven areas and other second-home

markets.

To earn the RSPS certification, you

must complete the Resort and Second-

Home Markets Course and two NAR-ac-

credited electives. The two electives can

be selected from 13 courses, which include

subjects on 1031 tax-deferred exchanges,

residential property management, short

sales and foreclosures, international real

estate, residential real estate investments,

commercial real estate investments and

a resort symposium.

The NAR certification officially desig-

nates the resort and second-home indus-

try as a specific real estate industry spe-

cialty, along with commercial, interna-

tional, buyer representation and other

real estate sectors.

First Group of
Nigerian Business
Plans Evaluated

Saturday, April 9, Julius Johnson, Ray

Carlson, John Frykenberg and Jacque

Foreman met and read the 11 business

plans sent from Owerri. Two were picked

to receive laptop computers: a plan to sell

household goods and a plan to manufac-

ture aerosol cans. The aerosol-can candi-

date already has a fledgling business.

The third — chosen for mentoring — is

a plan for raising Grass Eaters (rabbits)

for food. Both Johnson and Foreman

thought this could be a viable business and

fought to make it the third choice. As the

discussion went on, they brought up that

this contestant needed to be told about

avenues of revenue he had not explored:

selling  manure to farmers for fertilizer,

selling the pelts to furriers, and being paid

to cart away salad waste that he could

feed to his rabbits. Foreman has already

emailed this information. More later.
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