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Going Places – 
Agra India

T
his past weekend, club member Sonia 

Kwon and I, along with four Interac-

tors from Muir High School attended 

the Rotary International Peace Conference 

in Ontario CA. Over 1,000 people participat-

ed. Sonia will write about her experiences 

within the next few weeks and publish it 

in the SPARKS. Rene Amy attended as 

a representative of Shelter Box and Club 

PP. Sarah O’Brien 

stopped by on Sat-

urday afternoon to 

meet with the CEO 

of Shelter Box.

During the sec-

ond day of the 

conference, I was 

approached by the District Governor (Mama 

Lu) asking if I knew of anyone who could fi ll 

in at the last minute to attend the upcoming 

Rotaplast Mission to Agra India being spon-

sored by District 5300. I wrote about it brief-

ly as part of the last International Article. 

A member of another club had to drop out 

recently. The trip leaves on February 23, and 

the full team must be in place because of 

the Visa requirements along with the travel 

plans. The specifi c non-medical position 

they were looking to fi ll was called Quarter-

master. DG Lu got me in contact with PDG 

Roger Schulte who was at the conference, 

and he introduced me to Donna-Lee Rubin, 

the CEO of Rotaplast who was also attend-

ing the conference. After speaking with her 

about the trip and the responsibility of the 

Quartermaster, I thought I could do that vol-

unteer job. After speaking with my wife later 

that evening, I contacted CEO Rubin to tell 

her that I found the perfect candidate: me.

This past Mon-

day was also the 

club’s Community 

Service Work Day. 

We helped coordi-

nate the painting 

of a fence at the 

home of a former 

Tuskegee Airman, O. Oliver Goodall. Join-

ing me at this house on W. Harriet Street 

in Altadena were Club members Doug 

Collifl ower and Dawn Digrius. There were 

also some Interactors and their advisor, 

Carina Jacob. In addition to the painting 

of the fence, we harvested oranges from 

the backyard to take to Union Station and 

cleaned the front siding of the house. This 

was all in preparation of the bronze plaque 

ceremony scheduled for Sunday, February 

16 at 2 pm.

Dr. Elizabeth Blanco 

is a key member of the 

Superintendent’s Cab-

inet, leading systemic 

change, resulting in 

equity, access and in-

creased student achievement for students. 

Blanco provides leadership for the 

Academics Division, including Pre-K-12 

instruction, special education, multilin-

gual, arts, gifted, magnet and college and 

career programs.

Her passion is social justice achieved 

by her focus on inclusive practices, con-

tinuous improvement, cross departmental 

planning, negotiated agreements, collab-

orative partnerships, parent, community 

and Board relations. 

Prior to joining PUSD, Blanco served 

as a Chief Executive for San Francisco 

Unifi ed, where she redesigned instruc-

tional practices and special education 
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Congratulations
Birthdays

16 - Sarah O’Brien

Anniversaries
03 - Jim and Karen Gorton
04 - Mike and Carol Zoeller

22 - John and Joan Frykenberg
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Program ReviewProgram Review

January
Vocational Service

Program Chair, Nick Santangelo
January 16 - Morley Winograd, President, 

Campaign for Free College Tuition
January 23 - Elizabeth Blanco, EdD, Chief 

Academic Offi cer, Pasadena

Morley Winograd and a
Free Higher Education!

Program Review by John Frykenberg

Please turn to Program, p. 3

Congratulations

C
alifornia once 

offered free 

c o l l e g e  to 

resident students in 

community colleges 

and university alike. 

The program, like the GI bill coming out of 

WWII proved a boon to learning and tech-

nology, making California the envy of the 

world, a center of learning and opportunity 

and of jobs. California offered hope, a better 

quality of life, inspiration and ultimately the 

fulfi llment of the the American dream (2 

chickens in every pot!).

Like free public education promoted 

by Horace Greeley in the 19th century, an 

educated citizenry holds the promise of 

prosperity, a way out of poverty and a bright 

vision of the future.

All sounds good, right? Yes, indeed, if 

students are educated for a future with real-

istic employment prospects, future jobs and 

to fi ll real wants or needs that people are 

willing to pay for either at home of abroad.

 The problem(s)!: Costs of higher educa-

tion have gone up 625 percent in the past 

decade while real wages have risen less than 

$5.00/ hour in terms of real costs of living. 

The US Government’s easing of monies 

and qualifi cations to obtain student loans 

has only encouraged academia and related 

lending institutions to raise costs and fees. 

Current tuition and fees for attending USC 

without scholarship support are estimated at 

$68,000+ per year with dubious prospects 

of most graduates ability to pay back these 

costs ($272,000 for 4-year education) within 

any reasonable window of time.

 ..Of course Elizabeth Warren would 

like to forgive all higher education student 

debt estimated currently at $ 1.5 trillion. 

So who would have to pay off the debt? … 

Every man, woman and child. Some who 

never applied for college or chose to go into 

debt in the fi rst place might have cause for 

resentment!

The US currently ranks 27th in the world 

in quality education and 43rd out of 134 

nations in family annual income in relation 

to cost of living.

Personally, I’m all for free public edu-

cation and higher education (it helped put 

America on its feet) just as Morely Winograd 

states, and there is no doubt that Michigan’s 

(Kalamazoo Promise program) and similar 

free higher education programs pay off in 

jobs, higher incomes, and re-vitalized econo-

mies at the local level (Kansas & Kentucky), 

but clearly the costs nationally of obtaining 
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CChairmen’s hairmen’s 
by Sylvia Vega, Assistant to David Smith, Foundation Committee Chairornerorner

A Foundation
to Build On

Program 
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a higher education have sailed beyond the 

horizon for most young people today as we 

continue to incur huge debts that are sink-

ing us. More related problems!:  Winograd 

says “Washington does not understand how 

America works”!

You can get a free four-year education 

in New York state now … but at what cost? 

Frightened residents are moving away in 

droves to anywhere affordable. The num-

ber of college administrators (diversity 

counselors and others) have mushroomed 

in comparison to teaching staff as have 

expenditures on cushy dormitories, athletic 

facilities, accoutrement, appurtenance and 

trappings (fl uff stuff for the comfort of 

student learning environment). 

 All to what end? To be sure, the demand 

for jobs in the market place are there for 

a burgeoning US economy, but too many 

do not require the kind of training many of 

our college graduates are getting or frankly 

do not require college at all; many in blue 

collar trades, the energy sector, return to 

manufacturing, et al.

So what do we do? To cut costs, change 

the direction of our education, make it more 

responsive to the market place and the 

world around us? Currently, we are not get-

ting the bang for our buck. We need re-ori-

entation, less fl uff, fewer administrators, and 

yes, free education for anyone willing to go 

to school and earn there wings. But we also 

need reform — real reform — to once more 

ascend the ladder of true learning … but in 

relation to meeting societal needs and mar-

ket demands. Esoteric learning for the sake 

of learning (the role of micro-aggressions 

in the use of pronouns, for example) is fi ne 

for those who can afford the time and still 

pay their rent, but should in no way impinge 

upon the commonweal or our national 

budget or your taxes or mine.

Face it, free education is great and some-

thing we desire for all … but our priorities 

are screwed up. Morely Winograd did not 

push this point. And while I agree with 

the noble goals of education for all … my 

takeaway is that we must fi rst fi x the system. 

Higher education is not serving the needs 

of our society well! That should be obvious 

to all. The cost is not worth the outcome in 

meeting our needs. And this is all coming 

from a community college professor. 

 (Note: Community Colleges do better 

than most in meeting real job needs … at 

least for those who graduate.)

T
he Rotary Foun-

dation is recog-

nized as one 

of the most effective 

and well-managed 

charitable organiza-

tions in the world, 

with 12 consecutive 

four-star ratings from 

Charity Navigator and 

an A-plus rating from CharityWatch.

We know that the Foundation is helping 

Rotarians do good in the world, but it can 

be diffi cult to convey the full scope of its 

work. So we’ve put together some fi gures 

from the past fi ve years — 2014-15 through 

2018-19 — to tell the story of the generosity 

of Rotarians and the good work that the 

Foundation supports.

Visit www.rotary.org to learn more about 

The Rotary Foundation or speak to our 

Foundation Chair, Dave Smith.



Sparks - Altadena Rotary Club Newsletter4

Mini-Grant Recipients

Mini-Grant Recipients fl ank their benefactor, Ed Jasnow (l to r) John Newell, Debbie Ayala, Ana Paik,  Ed Jasnow, Janneke Verhoev-
en-Briggs, and Eva Jacinto

This Week
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services to decrease disproportionality and 

increase graduation rates.

Blanco holds an EdD in Urban Educa-

tional Leadership from the University of 

Southern California. She also has a Master 

of Arts in Educational Administration and 

a Master of Arts in Special Education from 

California State University, Los Angeles as 

well as a Bachelor of Arts in Child Devel-

opment from California State University, 

Los Angeles. 

She was named Special Educator of the 

Year by the Association of California School 

Administrators, and has served as a mentor 

for aspiring administrators participating in 

the mentoring program of the California 

Association of Latino Superintendents and 

Administrators.
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