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On the
Mark

By Mark Mariscal, President

Veterans All 
Around US

Program Host
Michael Thatcher

Veteran’s Day 
Program

This Thursday, we will be entertained 

by Theatre Americana with a special 

salute to veterans of Military Service to 

our country. 

This local musical troupe recognizes 

American Playwrights. Their mission 

is to serve American Playwrights by 

producing their original work and help 

build communities through the perform-

ing arts. 

Theatre Americana is one of the last 

local companies formed in the hey days 

of the 1930s that is still performing today. 

Their original home was Farnsworth 

Park in Altadena.

W
hen I enlisted in the Air Force in 

1981, I fi gured my future was set. 

I anticipated that I would serve 

four years, save some money and then go to 

college using Uncle Sam’s money and what 

I had saved. My parents had no means to 

pay for college, and I had already used two 

years of the College PELL Grant program 

to attend Junior College.

The following year my father was in a 

bad car accident. I had to take an early, 

Honorable Discharge to return home and 

help with family responsibilities. Although 

I served for less than one year, I am proud 

of the fact that I do get to be identifi ed as 

a Veteran. 

But my military time was easy. There 

are millions who have served and have re-

turned home broken. This can be mentally, 

physically or emotionally. Regardless, all 

people in these United States of America 

need to help focus on November 11 when 

this National Holiday allows most working 

people to stay home. For those of you who 

do, please spend some time focusing on 

the importance of a great military power 

that strives to produce peace throughout 

the world.

One way to help bring about peace 

throughout our own community is by 

joining with other people with a similar 

goal. Next Saturday, November 9, our club 

members will work side by side with Ro-

tarians from the Pasadena, San Marino and 

Alhambra Clubs in building bikes for low 

income families served by the Salvation 

Army of Pasadena. If you haven’t already 

informed Doug Collifl ower of your avail-

ability, please do so quickly. Although I will 

only be there until 8:30 helping out, I hope 

to see you there.

<> <> <>

Our meeting this Thursday (November  

07) gives you an opportunity to invite — as 

your guest (we bill you) — someone who 

served in the military. During the meeting, 

we will be asking all veterans to please stand 

and be recognized. 

The Theater Americana will be perform-

ing specifi cally in honor of Veteran’s Day. 

It sure would be nice to see a full house. 

<> <> <> 

Boyd Hudson, a long-time member of 

our club is still not doing well and is in 

Huntington Hospital. I hope you all had an 

opportunity to read the email I sent a few 

days ago with tips on how to visit him.
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Congratulations
Birthdays

07 - Noriko Suzuki Mehringer
08 - Susan Cox

10 - Heather Campbell
20 - Charles Wilson

24 - Jim Gorton
27 - Dawn Digrius (Smith)
30 - Gary Landon (Vega)

Anniversaries
01 - Freddy & Margarita Figueroa

19 - David & Elsa Smith

T
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Please turn to Program, p. 4

November
Foundation

Program Chair, Mike Thatcher
November 07 - To be Announced
November 14 - To be Announced
November 21 - To be Announced
November 28 - Thanksgiving - Dark

Congratulations

The Best
Education Bargin

in Town!

Program Review by Ed Jasnow

T
hat’s what our 

l a s t  we e k ’ s 

speakers — Dr. 

Er ika Endr ijonas, 

President of Pasade-

na City College (PCC) and James Osterling, 

President of the PCC Board, talked about.

James Osterling

James Osterling spoke fi rst about the 

glorious past of one of Pasadena’s most 

valued institutions. He touted the fact that 

PCC provides quality education at a low 

cost: $46 per semester credit hour. It pro-

vides area employers with skilled workers, 

and provides the opportunity for lifelong 

learning. He mentioned a long list of famous 

PCC alumni, including Jackie Robinson, 

his brother, Mack, David Lee Roth, Van 

Halen, Dustin Hoffman, William Holden, 

Dr. Adriiana Campo, a leading astronomer, 

and Jaime Escalante.

He also mentioned future alumni such 

as Ryan Liu, the 2015 valedictorian, who is 

headed to Oxford; Cesar Jimenez, a fully 

disabled veteran who tried to commit sui-

cide ten times, has a 3.5 GPA, and is headed 

to USC; Brent Musson, who was drifting in 

life while attending Muir, had his life turned 

around at PCC, and is on the Altadena Town 

Council; Nune Garipian, who participated 

in Trustee’s lobbying efforts in Sacramento 

and Washington, DC, and is headed to Yale.

PCC has over 30,000 students, a $300 

million annual budget, 780 international 

students from over 80 countries, and has 

700 military veterans. As a matter of fact, 

the Military Times stated that PCC is the 

top ranked college in California for military 

veterans.

Financial support for PCC — outside of its 

state allocations — comes from the Pasadena 

City College Foundation, which provides 

over $750,000 annually in direct student 

scholarships and emergency funds. It has 

assets of over $27 million and is one of the 

top fi ve community college foundations in 

California. The recently concluded IMPACT 

Campaign raised $17 million in major gifts 

from the community.
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CChairmen’s hairmen’s 
by Mark Mariscall, Asst, to David Smith, International Chairornerorner

November is
Foundation Month

T
he month of 

November is 

designated Ro-

tary Foundation 

Month, and you will 

hear a little more 

about i t  in next 

week’s article by Da-

vid Smith and Sylvia 

Vega. 

You will also be hearing a small presenta-

tion from David Smith about the importance 

of contributing to the Rotary Foundation. 

 As mentioned in previous articles, our 

club has participated in Global Grants over 

the years. More important, YOU TOO can 

participate in a Global Grant by either: 

• Writing a check to a cause or 

• Paying your way on a Global Grant pro-

gram. 

A good example of this was the District 

5300-led trip to Baja Mexico this past week-

end to build a home under the Corazon 

project that is funded by the District clubs. 

This program has been funded in the past 

by a Global Grant.

<> <> <>

To remind you all again, here are some 

key facts: Global Grants support large, 

international activities with sustainable, 

measurable outcomes in one or more of 

the six areas of focus: 

• Peace and confl ict prevention/resolu-

tion, 

• Disease prevention and treatment, 

• Water and sanitation, 

• Maternal and child health, 

• Basic education and literacy, and 

• Economic and community development.

Global Grants must:

• Be an international partnership between 

a Rotary Club or District in the country 

where the activity takes place, and a 

Rotary club or District outside of that 

country

• Be sustainable and include plans for 

long-term success after the global grant 

funds have been spent

• Include measurable goals that are 

demonstrated through progress reports

• Align with one or more of our six areas 

of focus

• Respond to identifi ed community needs

• Include active participation from both 

Rotarians and community members

• Have a minimum total budget of 

US$30,000

You can use Global Grants to fund:

• Humanitarian projects that support the 

goals of one or more of the areas of 

focus

• Scholarships for graduate-level academic 

studies that relate to one or more of the 

areas of focus. 

• Vocational training teams, which are 

groups of professionals traveling abroad 

either to learn more about their profes-

sion or teach local professionals about 

a particular fi eld

At our October 31 meeting, we presented a check from the Pan-

cake Breakfast proceeds held earlier in the month (October 19) in the 

amount of $1,500 to Sheriff Captain Marjory Jacobs and Lieutenant 

Alex Canchola. The check was presented by the ommunity Service 

Chair, Doug Collifl ower and Pancake Breakfast Chair, Rene Amy. 

We provided the food and equipment, Grocery Outlet provided the 

venue, and there were many deputies who helped cook and clean up. 

The funds are being used to help support the Baker2Vegas Relay Race 

that will occur in the Spring time. The LA County Sheriff team from 

Altadena will compete against teams from all over the world.

Pancake Breakfast supports Sheriff’s
Relay Run
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Program 
Continued from p. 2

The two things that worry Osterling are:

• The community college funding formula, 

which is very complex and dependent on 

the state economy and 

• The unfunded pension liability for PCC 

employees. 

These worries, however, are countered 

by PCC’s student success. PCC has twice 

been named in the top 10 community col-

leges in the United States, and is number 

one in California for transfer degrees.

Dr. Erika Endrijonas

Dr. Erika Endrijonas mentioned that we 

were the 4th Rotary Club to which she has 

spoken recently. In addition, she mentioned 

that, in 2024, PCC will turn 100 years old. 

Endrijonas spoke about where she hopes 

the college will be as it enters its second 

century. 

First, she spoke of PCC’s bragging rights. 

Pcc is:

• #1 in the state for awarding associate 

degrees for transfer. 

• #1 in the state for awarding Associate of 

Arts degrees. 

• #1 in the nation for using open-source 

free textbooks, saving students $4.2 

million by not having to buy books.

and

• PCC’s speech and debate team was 

ranked #1 in the 2019 National Colle-

giate Speech and Debate Championships.

• PCC has 100 percent passage and em-

ployment rate for the surgical technician 

program. 

<> <> <>

PCC is awesome, and on its way to being 

awesomer:

• The college has a balanced budget, with a 

19 percent reserve. All this despite being 

owed about $1,000,000 under the new 

funding formula. 

* The college has developed a new Edu-

cational Master Plan. The new Mission 

Statement is: “Pasadena City College is 

an equity-minded learning community 

dedicated to enriching students’ aca-

demic, personal, and professional lives 

through an array of degree and certifi -

cate programs, campus engagement, and 

customized student support.”

Dr. Endrijonas has fi ve stated goals:

1) Increase degree/certifi cate completion 

by 20 percent.

2) Increase PCC transfer to UC/CSU by 35 

percent.

3) Decrease the average number of units 

from 87 to 79.

4) Increase the percent of students em-

ployed in their fi eld of study.

5) Reduce equity gaps 40 percent within 

fi ve (5) years … 100% within ten (10 

years.

It’s clear that the future of PCC is in very 

good hands, indeed.

Pcc Campus
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by Doug Collifl ower

M
atte

rs

When you buy or sell a home, you get 

used to hearing words and acronyms you’ve 

never heard before. Your real estate agent, 

mortgage lender, escrow offi cer and the 

insurance agents who help you through 

the process will throw around so much 

real estate jargon, that somewhere along 

the way you might wish you had brought a 

dictionary-or maybe a translator. 

Two rather vague but very important 

terms for buyer and seller alike are ear-

nest money deposit or EMD and down 

payment. Both have to do with cold, hard 

cash, but what’s the difference? Here’s your 

cheat sheet on earnest money deposit vs. 

down payment:

What is earnest money?

Earnest money—also known as an es-

crow deposit—is a dollar amount buyers put 

into an escrow account after a seller accepts 

their offer. Buyers do this to demonstrate to 

the seller that they’re serious and are enter-

ing a real estate purchase with the intent of 

closing the transaction.

Another way to think of earnest money 

is as a good-faith deposit that will compen-

sate the seller for liquidated damages if 

the buyer breaches the contract and fails 

to close.

How much is a typical 

earnest money check?

In California, the earnest money de-

posit is typically 3 percent of the purchase 

price. For example, if the home sale price 

is $1,000,000 and the EMD is 3 percent, 

and your deposit would be $30,000. This 

is also the limit of your liability should you 

breach your contract and have agreed to 

liquidated damages. However, the deposit 

may vary, depending on your state and often 

is negotiable. Second, if you fi nd yourself 

in a seller’s market and want your offer to 

garner more attention, you may want to 

consider increasing this deposit. 

The earnest money deposit process

For California, in most cases, the deposit is 

delivered directly to escrow within 3 days 

of an accepted offer. Today, the monies 

are most often delivered electronically, but 

can be made with cashier’s check, personal 

check or other.

The monies are typically held by escrow, 

or another third party (but never given 

directly to the seller), and sometimes the 

check is not even cashed.

If the check is cashed, the funds are held 

in an escrow deposit account. The money 

will be shown as a credit to the buyer at 

closing and will offset part of the down 

payment amount and closing costs.

So, here’s the real crux of the matter: If 

a prospective buyer backs out of the deal, 

the seller might be able to keep the earnest 

money deposit. But keep in mind that, if 

the buyers back out for any reason allowed 

by the contract or purchase agreement, 

they are legally entitled to get their earnest 

money back.

What is a down payment?

A down payment is an amount of money 

the buyer pays directly to a seller. Despite 

a common misconception, it is not paid to 

a lender. The rest of the home’s purchase 

price comes from the mortgage.

Earnest Money Deposit 
vs Down Payment:

What’s the Difference?
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Dressed in the Spirit of the Day … October 31, Halloween

Those daring to dress up in the Spirit of the Day (back - Rene Amy - Tee Shirt; front (l to r) Mark Mariscal (tie), Dawn Digrious, 
Jennifer Hall Lee (ears), Kelly Bennett, and Dennis Mehringer

District Governor congratulates Mike Zoeller
District Governor Luanne Arre-

dondo made a special trip to Altade-

na to be at our October 31 meeting 

to congratulate Mike Zoeller on being 

chosen as one of the Float Walkers 

for the 2020 Rotary Rose Parade 

fl oat. The Rotary Rose Parade fl oat 

has seven sustaining Districts, and 

each of these districts sponsors a 

Float Walker.

Mike Zoeller was nominated for 

this honor by President Mark Mari-

scal. He is one of our longer-time 

members, having been a member 

since December 1, 1983. He is one 

of our more active members and is 

involved with most of our Altadena  

Rotary projects and events.
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Flags go Up for Veteran’s Day
Saturday, November 02 dawned sunny 

and promising to be warm. Then, about 

9:15a, it became cloudy and dark, and, at 

about 9:30a — SURPRISE! It started to rain 

— or appeared to. Actually we received only 

about 10 drops — just enough to dampen 

the pavement and make it smell like rain. 

The intermittant 10 drops continued for the 

hour or so we were out. 

Usually, I arrive fi rst or second. How-

ever, this Flags-up Day, I arrived almost 

last. Those who were there when I arrived 

were: Craig Cox and his daughter, Kim, 

Doug Collifl ower, Tony Hill, Mark Mariiscall, 

David Smith, and Mike Zoeller. Ed Jasnow 

arrived just after I arrived. As the teams 

formed and left, Mark Mariscal announced  

that he was leaving.

Craig, & Kim Cox, and Ed Jasnow left 

to go north with Smith in his truck. Doug 

Collifl ower and Mike Zoeller left with Tony 

Hill in his van to go up to Altadena Drive 

and then come south. As promised, we 

were fi nished by about 11a.

Thank You
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Saturday, November 16, 2019 / 8:00 am—1:30 pm 
Treasure Island Hotel and Casino 

3300 S. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, Nevada 

Pieces of Peace                                

Rotary District Governor    

Luanne Arredondo 

Conference Emcee  

Michael D. Driebe 

Conference Chair                    

Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghian, 

PDG 

KEYNOTE 

Azim Khamisa 

Founder of Tariq Khamisa 
Foundation,  

Author, Peacemaker 

Mattias Sundholm 
 

Strategic Communications 
Officer  

United Nations  

Dr. Marta Meana 
President  

University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas 

Breakout Session Options Include: 

Human Trafficking—Matt Crystl of Destiny Rescue 

Global Issues—PDG Chehab El Awar 

Peace Fellowship—Peace Scholar, Chantelle Doerksen 

Millennial Response to Peace—SGV New Gen Club 

Youth-Centric Programing—- Art for Peace Student Contest— Youth Peace Champions— Peacemaker of the Year Award 

Registration/Admission 
(includes continental breakfast) 

$35.00: pre-registration by November 9, 2019 

$45.00: at the door if seats are available 

$10.00: students with ID 

To REGISTER and for more information, visit the event website at:    

 http://district5300.org/peace-conference/ 

Garbis Peace Institute 
30th Annual Peace Conference  

For further information, registration, and sponsorship opportunities contact Hassan Kheradmandan Tel: (310) 731-2083 E-mail: hassank@sbcglobal.net 

Peace Corp  
Attorney General 

Congresswoman 
Susie Lee 
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