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An Investment Opportunity
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By Steve Kerekes, 

President
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Bill Dawson & Dan 
Paige
Altadena Mountain 
Rescue
Program Host: 
Sarah O’Brien O

ur Club has pledged $3,000 to the 

Annual Programs Fund for our Dis-

trict (part of the Rotary Foundation) 

for the current Rotary year (July 1, 2017 

through June 30, 2018). That works out to 

a little less than $100 per person. Our goal is 

to have every member contribute something 

to the Foundation this year, even if it cannot 

be as much as $100. At the end of every 

Rotary year, contributions to the Annual 

Programs Fund from all Rotary clubs in a 

district are directed into two funds: 

• Fifty percent is credited to the World 

Fund, and 

• Fifty percent is credited to the District 

Designated Fund.

The Foundation uses the World Fund 

portion to pay for the worldwide grant 

and program opportunities available to all 

Rotary districts, such as the international 

projects which our Club has sponsored. The 

District uses the District Designated Fund 

portion to fund the Foundation grants and 

programs of its choice. 

By any normal measure of fi nancial suc-

cess, this is a better investment than most of 

the alternatives available in the marketplace 

today, as discussed below in the article, An 

Investment Opportunity by Frank Deaver, 

Professor Emeritus of Journalism at the 

University of Alabama and a member of the 

Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. It can 

be found in its original form at <https://

www.rghfhome.org/fi rst100/histori-

ans/deaver/editorials/2010founda-

tion.htm#.WiRSSjtrwdU>. 

<> <> <>

“American fi nancier J.P. Morgan (1837-

1913) was once asked what he expected the 

stock market to do. He answered in one 

word: fl uctuate. Rotarian investors have wit-

nessed that fl uctuation over the past decade, 

with exciting gains followed by frustrating 

losses. But Rotary offers an investment that 

in so many ways out-performs even the best 

years of the stock markets.

 • More for your money - A stock mar-

ket investment typically offers (at least 

in the short run) less for your money, 

with deductions for trading fees and 

Bill Dawson is an almost-retired attor-

ney who splits his time between the Bay 

Area and Altadena. He attends Rotary 

meetings in both places. He became in-

trigued by the frequent helicopter fl ights 

over the mountains and, through Dan 

Paige of the Sheriff’s Department, discov-

ered the unique history of its Mountain 

Rescue Team.

<> <> <>

Dan Paige has dedicated his life and 

career to helping the citizens of Los 

Angeles County. He is the product of 

public schooling in Los Angeles County 

and has volunteered with organizations 

that provide entertainment as well as 

safety for County residents. To date, his 

volunteer work includes over 20 years of 

experience with the Tournament of Roses 

Parade and the American Red Cross, 

and he has been involved with the Los 

Angeles Dodgers’ organization First Aid 

team. Paige brings a unique skill set to the 

organization, having been involved with 

Public Safety since 1992, including volun-
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Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

12/12 - Karen Gorton
12/15 - Jacque Foreman
12/18 - Olga Louviere
12/26 - Mona Jasnow
12/26 - Carol Zoeller
12/29 - Mendel Hill

Anniversaries
No Anniversaries

Congratulations

 Sparks is published 48 weeks a year and is the 
offi cial publication of the Rotary Club of Altadena. 
The deadline for submission of articles is Friday at 
6p to current editor email, fax, or delivery.

Rotary Club of Altadena - #7183
Chartered: February 14, 1949

P.O. Box 414, Altadena, CA 91003
www.altadenarotary.com
Meets: Thursday, 12:10p

Altadena Town & Country Club
2290 Country Club Drive • Altadena, CA

626-794-7163
Rotary Int. Pres................................. Ian H.S. Riseley
Dist 5300 Gov. ............................... Raghada Khoury

Offi cers
Steve Kerekes, Pres. ...................Bus. 626-796-5000
Sarah O’Brien, Pres. Elec. ..........Bus. 310-902-6547
Charlie Wilson, V. Pres. ..............Bus. 626-351-8815
Mark Mariscal, Sec. ...................... Bus. 323-816-6713
Mike Noll, Trea. ............................Bus. 626-683-0515

Directors
Mindy Kittay • Anthony Hill

Charlie Wilson • Dennis Mehringer
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Sarah O’Brien ..................................... Administration
David Smith .............................................. Foundation
  Steve Cunningham .....................Asst. Foundation
Craig Cox ..................................................Membership
Jacque Foreman ........................... Public Awareness
 Jacque Foreman ...........................Acting Publicity
 Jacque Foreman ...........................Sparks/Website
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Photography ...........................................Jacque Foreman

Tom McCurry

December
Disease Prevention & Treatment

Program Chair, Sarah O’Brien
Dec. 07 - Bill Dawson & Dan Paige - Alta-

dena Mountain Rescue
Dec. 14 - Linds Nshio - Lyengar Yoga 

Practicioner
Dec. 21 - Christmas Party - Evening Event

Program ReviewProgram Review

A Charmer of a Craft Talk

W
e  w e r e 

charmed 

b y  t h e 

craft talk of one of 

our newest members, 

Maria Perez-Arton. 

She told us of being 

born in Puerto Rico, then moving to the 

Boston area with her family, and fi nally 

settling into Westchester County, NY. She 

became Director of Executive Recruitment 

and Evaluation for the City University of 

New York (CUNY), where she supervised 

presidential searches and evaluations, and 

searches for system-level vice chancellors. 

Previous to that, she served as Executive 

Assistant to the Chancellor of the 18-campus 

City University system. And, prior to joining 

the City University, Perez-Arton served with 

the Education Task Force [a crisis manage-

ment team] in the Offi ce of the Mayor of 

the City of New York.

She has been an adjunct faculty member 

at Bernard M. Baruch and Hunter Colleges. 

She holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 

in Sociology from Hunter College and un-

dertook doctoral study at CUNY’s Graduate 

School and University Center. She was also 

trained at Harvard University’s Institute for 

Educational Management and the Institute 

for Mediation and Confl ict Resolution in 

New York City.

In 1984, she formed Perez-Arton Con-

sultants, and served as the President and 

founder for the next 20 years. In this role, 

she conducted over 350 searches and 

management evaluations for academic 

and non-profi t institutions. She fascinated 

us with her insights and experiences in 

dealing with academic institution executive 

searches. She gave us an extensive list of 

institutions and non-profi ts for which her 

company provided their services. Clearly, 

she adds much insight and wisdom to our 

club, and we are delighted to know her 

better.
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Altadena Rotary prepares for its New Role 
as Presenter of the Concerts in the Park

<<<Committees are being Formed>>>

This Week
Continued from p. 1

A
s you may 

have heard, 

the Rotary 

Club of Altadena 

has taken over the 

production of the 

Farnsworth Park Concerts in the Park. Al-

though we are excited about our new role, 

we know it will take a team effort from the 

club to be successful.

The planning committee has had several 

meetings, and the committees and Chair-

persons for the 2018 concert season are 

taking form.

• Chair Person: Mike Zoeller.

• Vice Chair: Craig Cox.

Our sub-committees are taking shape. 

The duties of each committee and the con-

fi rmed members are:

• Concert Production - This group will 

book the 8 acts for the 2018 season and 

recruit a Master of Ceremonies. The 

confi rmed members are: 

 • Sarah O’Brien, 

 • Mindy Kittay, 

 • Ben Green, and

 • Bob Klomburg will advise.

• Fundraising - This group will reach 

out to current sponsors and fi nd addi-

tional new sponsors for the event. The 

confi rmed members are:

 • Ruben Alvarado, 

 • Doug Collifl ower, 

 • Boyd Hudson, 

 • Ed Jasnow, 

 • Dennis Mehringer, 

 • Mike Noll, and 

 • Charlie Wilson.

• Promotions - This group will create 

and produce all media for the concerts, 

including programs. The confirmed 

members are:

 • Jacque Foreman and

 • David Campbell.

• Permits & Facilities - This group will 

handle all items related to the concert 

venue including permits, licenses, insur-

ance, etc. and the participation of the 

Altadena Sheriff’s station. The confi rmed 

members are:

 • Mark Mariscal, 

 • Tom McCurry, 

 • Tony Hill, and 

 • Ed Jasnow.

• Concessions - David Smith will contin-

ue his role overseeing our sale of beer, 

wine, soft drinks and snacks. Members 

will be recruited to help provide security 

and staffi ng for the concerts.

• Your not on a committee yet - If you 

don’t see you name listed, please let us 

know if there is an area in which you 

would like to be involved.

We are looking forward to a great con-

cert series this year!

teer work with the Los Angeles County Fire 

Department, experience as a certifi ed emer-

gency medical technician, and culminating 

his career as a law enforcement agent. 

Paige currently organizes and assists the 

Altadena Mountain Rescue Team — an all 

volunteer group associated with the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department — as 

well other community focused activities 

while performing duties meant to keep 

the citizens of Los Angeles County safe. 

His other duties include working with the 

Altadena Sheriff’s Station Uniform Re-

serve Deputy program — an all volunteer 

group that performs the duties of full time 

deputies. He also participates in Altadena 

Sheriff’s Explorer program, which teaches 

youth about law enforcement and affords 

them an opportunity to ride with deputies 

who are on patrol.
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annual management fees. The Rotary 

Foundation, however, offers 100 percent 

investment in benefi ts for every dollar 

contributed. Donations received by the 

Foundation go through a three-year 

investment cycle, with earnings paying 

for administrative costs. Then the full 

amount of a Rotarian’s contribution 

goes into educational and humanitarian 

programs. Even more for your money — 

in years when investments perform well, 

more than 100 percent of contributions 

can be channeled into awards.

 • Two-for-One - A grocery sale promotes 

ice cream, “buy one carton, get one 

free.”  Rotary’s matching grants offer a 

Rotary Club not only two-for-one, but 

often four-for-one and sometimes even 

more. If a club gives $1000 for a project 

in another country, a partner club there 

can match the contribution, doubling 

the impact. Each club’s district can al-

locate from its District Designated Fund 

(DDF) any multiple of the club’s contri-

bution. And, in some circumstances, RI 

may match up to 100 cents on the dollar. 

Wow! A $1000 club donation can, under 

some circumstances, be doubled, tripled, 

or even quadrupled, for an educational 

or humanitarian project!

•  Cash Back - An automobile dealer ad-

vertises “cash-back” on the purchase of a 

new car. But when a district’s Foundation 

contributions are totaled each year, 50 

percent of the Annual Programs Fund is 

allocated back to its District Designated 

Fund, allowing the local district to decide 

how best to use that share of member 

contributions. Those amounts may be 

used for Rotary Scholars, Matching 

Grants for International Humanitarian 

Projects, Group Study Exchanges, and 

more. Districts get cash-back for discre-

tionary spending on Rotary programs, 

largely of their choice.

•  Extended Warranty - Some commer-

cial products may be guaranteed for a 

number of years of service, or even for 

life.  Rotary Foundation contributions 

may be made either to the Annual 

Program Fund or the Permanent 

Fund. The latter, as its name implies, is 

Rotary’s endowment — a fund whose 

principal is never spent and investment 

earnings are channeled into service 

programs. Its initial goal of $200 million 

was quickly surpassed, and the fund 

continues to grow even as its proceeds 

are put to work.

Past RI President Bill Boyd said, “Rotari-

ans know the value of a good investment,” 

and “a dollar or a euro or a yen given to the 

Foundation can do much more than anyone 

might expect.”  “The Rotary Foundation,” he 

said,  “is a major reason Rotarians are able 

to accomplish so much.”

The obvious economic message — in 

these fl uctuating times — is that a Rotarian’s 

donation to the RI Foundation is indeed a 

good investment.”

<> <> <>

Please consider giving to the Annual 

Programs Fund before the end of the year 

by contacting Dave Smith or Sue Applegate. 

Thank you.

The Awarding of a Special Paul Harris

It was a Committee Effort that fi nally 

brought all the pieces together to award 

a very special Paul Harris certifi cate, pin 

and medal.

Leah Rodemich’s parents are very active 

Rotary members in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

where her mother serves as President of 

the Santa Fe Club. They thought it would 

be wonderful to celebrate Leah’s birthday 

in a special way by having her presented 

with a Paul Harris certifi cate, pin and medal.

It seems that this presentation is the 

culmination of about fi ve months of work 

on the part of Rodemich’s mother, Lynn 

Schneider. She knew that her daughter 

served on the Board of Directors of Casa 

de Las Amigas with a local Rotary member, 

who turned out to be Altadena member 

Boyd Hudson, and she requested that he 

be part of the presentation. Happy Belated 

Birthday, Leah. — In the photograph (l to 

r), David Smith, Foundation Chair, Recip-

ient Leah Rodemich, Charlie Wilson, Past 

President, and Boyd Hudson.
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While serving under Rotary Global 

Grant 1755217 in Nigeria, John Frykenberg, 

has been awarded the degree of Doctor 

of Literature by Ogun State Tai Solarin 

University for contributions to Education 

and Vocational Training at the University’s 

Convocation Ceremonies on November 28. 

Before a crowd of some 5000 students, 

faculty and friends, the honor was bestowed 

by University Vice Chancellor Oluyemisi 

Obilade accompanied by the Deputy Gov-

ernor of Ogun State, the Commissioner 

of Education and Pro-Chancellor of the 

Governing Council of the University.

Frykenberg, a ten-year veteran Global 

Grant writer/coordinator and Volunteer 

Training Team member currently serving 

in Nigeria, is one of a fi ve-member team 

teaching teachers a How to Make a Job 

curriculum that can be duplicated through-

out Nigeria for the purpose of enabling 

university students to develop and write 

a Business Plan based upon their own 

original ideas for the purpose of becoming 

self-suffi cient members of society.

The program directly addresses the high 

unemployment rate among university grad-

uates in Nigeria.

The training programs and value have 

been acknowledged previously both in The 

Rotarian magazine and in key strategic 

goals of The Rotary Foundation and Rotary 

International’s outreach to the world.

The programs that were initiated through 

the Rotary Club of Altadena, California are 

expected to pass the 12,000-student training 

mark in Nigeria this year, each student hav-

ing been certifi cated in writing a Business 

Plan following a four-day intensive seminar 

designed to teach basic entrepreneurial 

skills including: 

• Market Analysis,

• Budgeting, 

• Sales,

• Distribution,

• Customer Satisfaction,

• Promotion and

• Writing a Business Plan.

John Frykenberg awarded 
Honorary Doctorate 

in Literature
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Flags come down, to be raised again for Memorial Day
On Saturday, December 2, six Rotary 

members assembled to remove the fl ags 

that had been adorning Lake Avenue to 

comemerate Veterans’ Day so they could 

be laundered before their next showing for 

Memorial Day through July 4.

When I arrived at the Presbyterian 

Church parking lot, Tony Hill was already 

there. In short order, Ben Green and Mike 

Zoller joined us. Then Doug Collifl ower, 

David Smith and Mike Noll rounded out 

the group. After greetings and conversation, 

they broke into teams — Smith, Noll and 

Green going north on the east side of the 

street in Smith’s truck, and Hill, Zoeller and 

Collifl ower going south on the west side of 

the street in Hill’s van. I followed in my car, 

camera in tow.

When the fl ags were all down and rolled 

on their poles, the teams met at the parking 

lot and moved all the fl ags to Hill’s van.

Artist’s Rendering of the 
Rotary Rose Parade Float

More next week. 
We have pictures of what it looks like now. 

It’s ready to be taken to the decorating shed.
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You are cordially invited
to our

Christmas Party

Thursday Evening
December 21, 2017

6:00 to 9:00pm

MonteCedro
2212 El Molino Avenue

Altadena
Members & Guests: No Charge
Register on Club Runner

Plan to join your fellow Rotarians with
your Signifi cant Other

for an evening of Fellowship and Merry Making
as we Celebrate the Holidays
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