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D
uring economic downturns, people

and businesses are forced to make

difficult decisions regarding their

budgets. Unfortunately, Rotary member-

ship dues may be seen as a non-essential

expense and may be among the first things

cut from someone’s budget. Because of a

combination of economic factors along

with natural attrition due to changing life

circumstances, there has been steady ero-

sion in the Club’s membership.

During my presidential year, we have

gained three members and have lost one,

giving us a net gain of two new members.

I am pleased that that we have steadied

the ship, but a slow leak still remains.

Under our contract with Altadena

Town & Country Club, we must pay for a

minimum of 30 meals. We occasionally

exceed that figure when we have guests

for special programs, but during an aver-

age week, 10 or more lunches go uneaten.

There are several members who have

expressed difficulty in paying for meals

on a weekly basis and the Board of Direc-

tors has generously granted exceptions.

As a result, we are losing approximately

$150 per week on our catering fees.

I appointed a task force made up of

three Directors to examine our budget-

ary options. Based on their recommen-

dations, the Board of Directors has deter-

mined that this loss can no longer be sus-

tained. Even if a member chooses not to

eat lunch, the Board felt that there is still a

cost associated with the venue rental and

setup. Therefore, beginning April 1, mem-

bers who choose not to pay for lunch will

be assessed a fee of $8 per week.

It is our hope that more members will

choose to pay the weekly lunch and venue

fee that totals just over $15. The Board

feels that this amount is on par with the

weekly amount charged by comparable

clubs, and far less than what is charged

by larger clubs in the area. We have re-

viewed alternative venues in the Altadena

area, and, while someplace like the se-

nior center or a church hall with outside

catering might be cheaper (but only

slightly so!), we felt that such a venue

would have a detrimental effect on our

Laurie Burruss will share how her

company is delivering online educa-

tion to a customer’s laptop, tablet,

and/or cell phone.

Lynda.com was started in 2002,

has 180 employees and is headquar-

tered in Carpinteria, CA.

Prior to starting at lynda.com in

July 2009, she served as both a Pro-

fessor in Interaction Design as well

as the Director of Digital Media at

PCC. Currently, she lives in Pasadena,

and her two children are attending

Princeton and Northwestern.

So, mark your calendars, bring a

friend and we’ll see you on Thurs-

day!
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Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

03/13 - Regina Bette

03/14 - Emily Aiken (Wilkes)

03/15 - David P. Smith

03/15 Trish Robinson

03/24 - Ed Soza

Anniversaries
03/01 - Tom & Etta McCurry

Dennis & Noriko Suzuki Mehringer

Congratulations

March Programs
Literacy Month

Program Chair, Paul Sirois
March 10 - Laurie Burruss, Director of Edu-

cation, lynda.com
March 17 - Van Snyder, Specialist on Nuclear

Power
March 24 - Dale E. LaCasella, President of

Altadena Library District Board of Trust-
ees

March 31 -  Robert Piccioni, Scientist

Sparks is published 48 weeks a year and is
the official publication of the Rotary Club of
Altadena. The deadline for submission of ar-
ticles is Friday at 6p to current editor email,
fax, or delivery.
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From Farm to Fork
How does it Get There?

I

Please turn to Program, p. 3

Singers: Marya Basaraba (l)
and her student Tara Alexander

Shannon Hsu

I
f it’s produce, it probably got there on

a truck brokered by the Allen Lund

Company. That was the message of our

speaker last week, Kenny Lund, the son

of the company’s founder. The Allen Lund

Company is what’s known as a third party

logistics company (3PL), or a truck bro-

ker. They contract with transportation

carriers and shippers to carry goods by

truck all over the country. Most of those

goods are produce from farms in Califor-

nia, and around the country.

Lund is passionate about truck trans-

portation. His father told him that diesel

runs through his veins. Allen Lund began

in the business working for another truck

broker, C.H. Robinson, but he decided to

move to Los Angeles and start his own

business in 1976. He figured that if he

moved four loads a week, he could feed

his kids. The first month, he moved 100

loads. Their motto is, “If you got it, a truck

brought it.”

From one office in LA, the company

now has 30 nationwide offices, 300 em-

ployees, and does $300 million worth of

business. Each office is set up as its own

entrepre-

n e u r i a l

c e n t e r .

They are

the exclu-

sive truck

broker for

C o s t c o

and Giant

Foods, a large supermarket chain on

the East Coast.

Lund then described the trucking

industry while going through a glos-

sary of truck terms. The Allen Lund

Company is a non-asset company.

They contract for all their services with

transportation carriers. For their work for

Costco, they used 900 different trucking

companies. The use of trucks and the vast

i n t e r s t a t e

h i g h w a y

system of

the US al-

lows the

manufacture and production of goods

and products from all over the country. It

was this capability that allowed the US to

quickly move from a peacetime to a war-

time manufacturing mode at he begin-

ning of World War II.

The trucking industr y itself is

huge.There are currently 700,000 carri-

ers in the US, operating 2.75 million

Class 8 trucks (the big 18-wheelers). The

average trucking company operates

less than seven trucks, and the compa-

nies that haul refrigerated items are

even smaller. At this time, truckloads

have increased 5 to 8 percent, and sales

of new trucks

are up 25 per-

cent. Lund indi-

cated that ev-

ery economic

upturn has been

preceded by an

upturn in the
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What in the World?
by John Frykenberg, International Chair
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Club’s atmosphere and membership

growth.

I am sorry that this step is necessary,

but the Club cannot continue to operate

in the red. It is up to all of us to maintain

this lovely setting for our meetings as we

have for more than 60 years. Even more

importantly, if we all work together to

recruit ten more active, contributing

members, this policy change might not

be necessary at all.

trucking industry, so this is a good sign.

Right now, the industry is facing the

threat of new regulations and adverse

judgments in some court cases. These in-

clude the reduction of the hours that driv-

ers can work, air quality issues on diesel

engines, and the responsibility of check-

ing a trucker’s safety record before hir-

ing him. Despite this, however, the indus-

try continues to be the primary mover of

goods and products in the US, and will

continue to bring us all of the things that

make life in America the best in the world.

This Rotary year’s

preoccupation with

Africa and the Middle

East seems fairly rel-

evant considering

that Ivory Coast,

Sudan, Tunisia,

Libya, Egypt, Somalia, Yemen, Qatar,

Bahrain, Jordan, Pakistan and Afghanistan

(among others) are all coming apart at

the seams, threatening world oil markets

and, consequently, the world economy…

as if it weren’t in bad enough shape al-

ready. Even Saudi Arabia is being threat-

ened with demands for a constitutional

monarchy.  The cry for “democracy” is

heard everywhere by the people and by

radical Muslims wishing to impose Sharia

Law as god’s law upon the people.

Al Qaeda, the Muslim Brotherhood and

others purport to bring liberty and free-

dom and democracy to the people.

Others suggest that the new demo-

cratic state capitalism or theocratic Is-

lamic states are simply new forms of tyr-

anny of the majority in the interests of the

state!

Succumbing to the masses, the Saudis

have already responded to threats against

the royal family by opening their check-

books and promising to doll out money to

the citizenry at large. It is not working.

The people do no wish to be bought off.

Thomas Jefferson suggested that any

“Government big enough to supply ev-

erything you need is big enough to take

everything you have. The course of his-

tory shows us that as a government grows,

liberty decreases.”

When most of North African govern-

ments had little money and less influence,

less military and fewer oil wells and pa-

thetically weak government, freedom

was not an issue. Government did not

have the where-with-all to be intrusive,

intervening or controlling. Those were the

good old days. People were allowed to

just live, unencumbered by anyone tell-

ing them what to do or say.

Today, autocratic governments control

the air waves, the highways, the water,

the fuel, the press and everything else

they can think of including marriage,

birthing, nutrition, energy consumption

and speech. North African governments

are not alone in gathering power unto

themselves.

Cries for “social justice” are heard from

minarets and bell towers alike along with

the echoes of AK-47s in the distance. And

the problem is — as it has always been —

the question of whose ox is being gored.

The tree of liberty it has been said by

Jefferson “must be watered occasionally

by the blood of patriots and tyrants.” And

we know from our own experience that

“freedom is not free”. It is bought at the

cost of blood and sacrifice in each gen-

eration.

Again, Jefferson would say, “To pre-

serve our independence, we must not let

our rulers load us with perpetual debt.

We must make our election between

economy and liberty, or profusion and

servitude.”

 So, whether it is the fairness doctrine

seeking to guarantee free access to our

air waves by controlling the air waves or

internet neutrality which appoints an-

other government agency to assure our

best interests or social security to provide

a safety net for all or a food and drug

administration to protect us from our cho-

lesterol intake … it is all intrusion into out

lives; the trade-off of liberty for safety and

security; the envelopment of the nanny

state.

   Is it the job of government to redis-

tribute wealth? And, if so, can democracy

continue to exist? When we take away

from those willing to work and give to

those who don’t or won’t work, does that

mean that government’s job is to wait

around to collect available wealth and

redistribute it as power brokers see fit …

at least until we go broke?

Communism clearly failed in the 20th

century. And we thought fascism also

died, but new reincarnations of state capi-

talism seek to socialize societies all over

the globe in models not dissimilar from
Please turn to Corner p. 4
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MATTERS
MONEYby Linda

Wilkes

Find Linda Wilkes on line: http://

www.myprospectmortgage.com/lwilkes

TWO UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS
STAY TUNED - DETAILS MAY CHANGE

Friday, March 11 at 5:30p
Dyanna Henderson’s New Cafe

Sidewalk Cafe, HTS
Hen’s Teeth Square

Corner of Woodbury Road & Los Robles

Sunday, March 20 at 2p
Celebration of

Kapasa’s Accomplishments
and Farewell as she leaves for Zambia

Theo Clarke’s Home

Last Week in the News

Existing home sales rose 2.7 percent in

January to a seasonally adjusted annual

rate of 5.36 million units from 5.28 million

units in December. The inventory of un-

sold homes on the market declined 5.1

percent to 3.38 million, a 7.6-month sup-

ply at the current sales pace, down from

an 8.2-month supply in December.

The Mortgage Bankers Association said

its seasonally adjusted composite index

of mortgage applications for the week

ending February 18 rose 13.2 percent. Re-

financing applications increased 17.8 per-

cent. Purchase volume rose 5.1 percent.

The consumer confidence index rose

to 70.4 in February from an upwardly re-

vised 64.8 in January. It was the highest

level since February 2008. The index was

benchmarked at 100 in 1985, a year cho-

sen because it was neither a peak nor a

trough in consumer confidence.

The Standard & Poor’s/Case-Shiller 20-

city housing price index — on a non-sea-

sonally adjusted basis — fell 1 percent in

December after a 1 percent decrease in

November. On a year-over-year basis,

prices fell 2.4 percent compared with De-

cember 2009.

Initial claims for unemployment ben-

efits fell by 22,000 to 391,000 for the week

ending February 19. Continuing claims for

the week ending February 12 fell by

145,000 to 3.79 million.

Orders for durable goods — items ex-

pected to last three or more years — rose

2.7 percent in January after a revised 0.4

percent decrease in December. Exclud-

ing volatile transportation-related goods,

orders posted a monthly decrease of 3.6

percent.

 New home sales fell 12.6 percent in

January to a seasonally adjusted annual

rate of 284,000 units from a revised rate of

325,000 units in December. Economists had

expected a pace of 310,000 units. Upcom-

ing on the economic calendar are reports

on construction spending on March 1 and

factory orders on March 4.

Corner
Continued from p. 3

these historic disastrous nightmares. .

Islamic socialism of the new Caliphate,

public employee unions with compulsory

membership and dues destined to buy and

pay for politicians to do their bidding echo

the national socialism of the past (remem-

ber the national socialistic German work-

ers party – NSDAP, CCCP on the left, etc.?)

Still, some may conclude that Socialism is

a great form of government … until you

run out of money … which appears to

reflect our own experience.

 For its many faults, the free market is

still a proven producer of wealth and is

less intrusive and fairer than some bureau-

crat determining the morality of how and

when and where your money should be

spent. The market, while not immediately

self-correcting, tends towards fairness

better than any sub-committee or be-

nevolent dictator or economic planner.

North Africa and the Middle East have

tried oil-based economies, delegating the

decisions for running society to benevo-

lent and not so benevolent dictators and

elite classes. And one by one they have

all failed.

  Israel, alone, relying upon a market-

based economy has thrived and ironically

is despised and hated for its success. So

rather than learning from success just as

Japan and Germany learned from the US

following WWII, the entrenched elites of

Africa and the Middle East insist upon new

and improved models of totalitarian forms

of government including Theocracies and

State Capitalism (the new Socialism) in

which the good of the state is placed above

the good of the individual.

We are living with the results, which

may be more severe than shifts in our

global tectonic plates.
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