
SparksparksS OFF THE ROTARY WHEEL

Rotary Club of Altadena

AN AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER

GreetersGreeters

This WThis WThis WThis WThis WeekeekeekeekeekThis WThis WThis WThis WThis Weekeekeekeekeek

January 06
Sue Applegate

January 13

Regina Bette

January 20

Ray Carlson

January 06, 2011

Join the PJoin the PJoin the PJoin the PJoin the Parararararadeadeadeadeade

S

by President Brian HayesH ayes

Stack

Mid-Year Club
Assembly
Plans for the Next
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Perhaps Beyond
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This week the Altadena Rotary

Club will be holding it's mid-term Club

Assembly. This Club Assembly is in-

tended to take a retrospective look

at club accomplishments to date and

planned activities to come.

Each current Club Director, officer

and some chairholders will give a

progress report and talk about

planned events to come.

If you are new to Altadena Rotary

or have some time to donate, this is a

great time to make plans and talk to

Committee and Sub-Committee

Chair Persons.

As of our Sparks publication date,

the location of this year’s meeting is

in question. Jacque Foreman will e-

blast everyone as soon as the loca-

tion has been determined. Those

present will be hearing about new

ideas and programs

 Plan to come, ask questions and

support your Altadena Rotary Club

by being an active participant.

S
ince I did not grow up in the Pasa

dena area, my view of the Rose Pa

rade was from 2,000 miles away. I

would watch every New Year’s morning,

coveting the Pasadena sunshine over the

gray Ohio sky. During my first 20 years in

California, I only attended one parade in

person, jostling the crowds along the side-

walk of Colorado Boulevard. It wasn’t a

pleasant experience, so I returned to view-

ing the parade from my sofa. Last year,

through a contact from the City, I was of-

fered a pair of reserved grandstand seats

that were located just before the bands,

equestrian groups and floats made the turn

from Orange Grove Boulevard. I had toted

a thermos of coffee to take the edge off

the chilly morning and settled in the watch

the parade in Pasadena style.

Imagine my thrill when I saw a float

representing Rotary International roll past

the grandstand. It wasn’t the biggest or

most creative float. It didn’t have impres-

sive special effects or skating bulldogs to

entertain you. The point was: it was there.

The Rose Parade is beamed into living

rooms all across the world, and Rotary

has a presence all around the globe. It

makes perfect sense for RI to recognize

the importance of promoting its brand to

a worldwide audience.

It’s been my experience that truly gen-

erous people don’t seek or expect recog-

nition. They quietly go about their work

of helping people. Altadena Rotary’s com-

passionate and dedicated members may

be a bit too selfless for our own good. Just

as RI does in this annual event, Altadena

Rotary should take more care to promote

our accomplishments. No one will know

what we’ve done, or join our future ef-

forts, if we don’t tell our story.

Good works don’t speak for them-

selves. Maybe we should join the parade

before it passes us by.
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Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

01-03 - Betty Ferris

01-09 - Gloria Hayes

01-14 - Bill Reeder

01-27 - Ann Rider (Hill)

01-27 - Barbara Yorke

Anniversaries
01-03 - Jim & Karen Gorton

01-04 - Mike & Carol Zoeller

01-22 - John & Joan Frykenberg

Congratulations
January Programs
Rotary Foundation Month

Program Chair, Regina Bette
January 06 - Mid-Year Club Assembly
January 13 - Tony Perez
January 20 - To be Announced
January 27 - Cathy Clement

February Programs
World Understanding Month

Program Chair, John Frykenberg
February 03 - To be Announced
February 10 - 4-Way Speech contest - Kevin

Moore, Guest Host
February 17 - To be Announced
February 24 - Dan Stover Competition -

Theo Clarke, Guest Host

Sparks is published 48 weeks a year and is
the official publication of the Rotary Club of
Altadena. The deadline for submission of ar-
ticles is Friday at 6p to current editor email,
fax, or delivery.
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In Search of the TulsAmerican

I

Patricia d’Orange-

Martin & Dr. Harold

Martin

David

LeClaireI
t has been sixty-five years since the

end of World War II. However, every

once in a while we hear great stories

of heroism and bravery for the fine young

men and women who served our coun-

try in the European or Pacific theater. On

December 23 we heard a stirring story of

courage under fire. Jerry Landry — a

friend of the Club and a former employee

at JPL — shared this fascinating story with

the Club.

In August 1944, the last B-24 rolled off

the assembly line of the Douglas Aircraft

Tulsa Army Air Force Plant. It was a big

event as the plant employees helped raise

the money to pay for it. There were 952

planes built at this plant. Because of the

campaign to raise money for it, the plane

became a milestone of Tulsa’s wartime

history. It was called the TulsAmerican.

The plane was deployed in Italy and

flew approximately 16 missions before

December 1944. On December 17, 1944

the 15th Army Air Force ordered every air

worthy airplane into the air for a massive

assault on the oil refineries of

Blechhammer Germany. In total, there

were over 500 B-17 and B-24 bombers and

over 300 P-38 and P-51 fighters in the air.

Included was the TulsAmerican. However,

the Germans were prepared for the at-

tack, and the Luftwaffe dispatched over

100 fighters to meet the US bombers. The

Luftwaffe claimed 22 B-24s within the first

10 minutes of the battle.

The TulsAmerican was able to release

its bomb load and attempted to return to

Italy, but sustained substantial damage. It

lost one

engine,

its hy-

draulic

system,

and had

a hit to

the fuel

t a n k .

T h e

p l a n e

had to fly slower and at a lower altitude.

The bomb doors were jammed open, and

there was no way to transfer fuel from

the damaged fuel tank. The pilot deter-

mined that there was no way that the

plane could make it back to Italy. They

were off the coast of Yugoslavia, and they

attempted to reach the Dalamations, a

group of islands, one of which was the isle

of Vis. There was an emergency airfield

on Vis for returning allied airplanes that

could not make the trip back to home

bases. The airfield was remote and made

for a difficult landing. Unfortunately, due

to damage to the hydraulic system, the

Please turn to Program, p. 3
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2 Boys & 2 Girls from the Junior Class at Muir
by Tony Hill, Youth Activities Co-Chair

In the second or

third month of each

year our Club spon-

sors two boys and

two girls from John

Muir High School to attend the RYLA camp

in Idylwild, Ca. RYLA stands for Rotary

Youth Leadership Awards. It is a training

camp only for high school juniors. The four

students we send join other talented

young people — an equal number of boys

and girls — from throughout our Rotary

District 5300, in a three-day seminar of

intensive leadership training.

The RYLA program enables young

people to debate issues of professional

responsibility and human relations, im-

prove leadership and communication

skills, learn about businesses and institu-

tions and meet Rotarians while having fun

and making friends. The program pro-

vides the participants the opportunity to

refine skills and explore pertinent topics

with their peers and business profession-

als.

In our case, one of the student counse-

lors at Muir finds juniors who are inter-

ested in investing a weekend to develop

his or her leadership skills. The counselor

selects for an interview, those students

who have potential leadership qualities.

Volunteers from our Altadena Rotary Club

then go to the school to conduct such in-

terviews. After interviewing the poten-

tial candidates, we select two primary

boys and two primary girls who are then

able to attend the RYLA weekend if they

can. However, the interviewers also se-

lect two alternate boys and two alternate

girls who may be able to attend if any of

the primaries cannot due to such things

as illness. Believe me this is a tough job as

the quality of the applicants tends to be

very impressive.

This year the RYLA weekend will be

March 4, 5 & 6, 2011.

Julius Johnson is this

year’s RYLA chair.

In January, he will

be conducting the

interviews along

with myself and

Dyanna Henderson. We will be telling

each of the candidates that, during the

RYLA weekend, they will gain exposure

to issues and exchange ideas with other

talented high school juniors; explore new

career paths and find out more about his

and her chosen field from successful pro-

fessionals; learn how to coordinate youth

Program
Continued from p.2

activities and community service projects

in his and her community; discover cre-

ative approaches

for resolving fam-

ily, social and pro-

fessional conflicts;

meet Rotary deci-

sion-makers in their

community and

learn about other Rotary programs for

young people; and obtain a valuable lead-

ership experience that will enhance col-

lege applications.

Then, shortly after the RYLA weekend,

we will have the four candidates that our

Club sponsored attend one of our meet-

ings to tell us about their experience.

landing gear could not be lowered. They

tried to do it manually, but were unsuc-

cessful. The plane ran out of gas, and the

pilot was forced to ditch the aircraft in the

Adriatic Sea, approximately 2 miles off the

coast of Vis.

There a total of ten in the crew that

day, three of whom died in the crash in

the ocean. The seven who survived were

picked up by Yugoslavian fishermen sev-

eral hours after the crash. These survi-

vors eventually returned to Italy for medi-

cal care.

What makes the story fascinating is

that, for over six decades

the TulsAmerican sat un-

discovered in the Adriatic

175 feet under water. In

December 2009, a diver

found the aircraft, and

another dive to the site in

the summer 2010 identi-

fied the plane as the

TulsAmerican. Jerry

Landry, who has compiled

a history of the aircraft

went to Vis and met with

diver and others. A memo-
Please turn to Program, p. 4
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MATTERS
MONEYby Linda

Wilkes

Last Week in the News

Retail sales rose 1.7 percent for the

week ending December 18, according to

the ICSC-Goldman Sachs index. On a

year-over-year basis, retailers saw sales

increase 4.2 percent, the highest rate since

mid-year.

The Mortgage Bankers Association said

its seasonally adjusted composite index

of mortgage applications for the week

ending December 17 fell 18.6 percent.

Refinancing applications decreased 24.6

percent. Purchase volume fell 2.5 percent.

The Commerce Department an-

nounced that gross domestic product —

the total output of goods and services

produced in the US — increased at an

annual rate of 2.6 percent in the third quar-

ter of 2010, rather than the 2 percent in-

crease initially reported.

Existing home sales rose 5.6 percent in

November to a seasonally adjusted an-

nual rate of 4.68 million units from 4.43

million units in October. The inventory of

unsold homes on the market declined 4

percent to 3.71 million, a 9.5-month sup-

ply at the current sales pace, down from

a 10.5-month supply in October.

Orders for durable goods — items ex-

pected to last three or more years — fell

1.3 percent in November after a revised

3.1 percent decrease in October. Exclud-

ing volatile transportation-related goods,

orders posted a monthly increase of 2.4

percent.

New home sales rose 5.5 percent in

November to a seasonally adjusted an-

nual rate of 290,000 units from a revised

rate of 275,000 units in October. Econo-

mists had expected a pace of 300,000 units.

Initial claims for unemployment ben-

efits fell by 3,000 to 420,000 for the week

ending December 18. Continuing claims

for the week ending December 11 fell by

103,000 to 4.06 million.

Upcoming on the economic calendar

are reports on the housing price index on

December 28 and pending home sales on

December 30.

US Housing Market Attracts

International Buyers

International homebuyers — those

with permanent residences outside the US,

recent immigrants and temporary visa

holders — purchased $66 billion of US resi-

dential property, or 7 percent of the mar-

ket, in the year ending March 2010, ac-

cording to the National Association of Re-

altors (NAR).

The decline in real estate prices, an

oversupply of housing, high foreclosure

rates and the weak dollar, in comparison

with other currencies, have made the US

housing market very attractive to inter-

national buyers.

When considering currencies, Europe-

ans have a large advantage. The Euro is

25 percent stronger than the US dollar.

The Canadians have a currency advan-

tage, as well. The value of the Canadian

dollar is now equal to the value of the US

dollar, making this the best time in de-

cades for Canadians to purchase a home

in the US.

Canadian buyers currently account for

23 percent of international purchases in

the US. That’s the largest portion of all

international buyers, up from 11 percent

three years ago. According to a study by

Information Market, this year in Phoenix

— for the first time on record — buyers

from Canada outpaced buyers from Cali-

fornia.

If you know a real estate agent who

wishes to jumpstart his/her international

real estate business, that person should

consider obtaining a membership in the

Certified International Property Special-

ist Network (CIPS), a special group within

NAR. Through multiple education and

networking opportunities, the CIPS Net-

work helps real estate agents capitalize

on the lucrative international market. For

more information about the CIPS Net-

work, visit www.realtor.org/international.

You can find Linda Wilkes on line:

http://www.myprospectmortgage.com/

lwilkes

rial service was held this summer

to commemorate the heroism of

the 10 crew members and mark

the spot of the crash. Landry has

complied a complete history of

the TulsAmerican called “Fallen

Warrior,” which can be found at

w w w . s a m o l o t y . o w . p l /

str429a.htm.

The story was riveting for

those of us who have an interest

in World War II history.
Boyd Hudson

Program
Continued from p.3


