
SparksparksS OFF THE ROTARY WHEEL

Rotary Club of Altadena

AN AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER

GreetersGreeters

This WThis WThis WThis WThis WeekeekeekeekeekThis WThis WThis WThis WThis Weekeekeekeekeek

by John Guerrini
for President David Smith

June 10

Sue Applegate

June 17

Regina Bette

June 24

Demotion - Evening Meeting

Construction
THE

CREW

“

June 10, 2010

Whoever coined the Phrase …

Please turn to Crew, p.4

Mini-Grant
Reports!!!!!!!
How our Teachers
make $300 go a
long, long, way
Program Host:
Ed Jasnow

“
The Dog Days of Summer,” Surely

Didn’t Live in Southern California . . .

I called the dog groomer today to

make an appointment for my two beasts,

er, … I mean, two nice, well-behaved

dogs, to get a haircut and shampoo. The

groomer told me that, with the summer

coming, she was quite busy but would fit

me in over the weekend. Wha- Wha-

What? Summer? Oh my gosh, where did

Spring go? Didn’t Spring just arrive?

Upon reflection, I think I missed Spring.

With my travel schedule, and work, and

homework, and the kids’ homework …

yikes, it just feels like it’s too soon for Sum-

mer.

Summer … between Spring and Au-

tumn. Longest days of the year. Shortest

nights. But wait, when it’s Summer here,

it’s Winter in Australia! Tee hee. But the

good news is that traditionally, schools

are out of session during the summer. And

my kids’ school is no different. We have

several vacations planned. (And I have

one “adults only” vacation planned —

shhhh! Don’t tell the kids. They don’t know

about it yet.)

Let’s talk astronomical for a second.

(Hal will appreciate this.) Summer for an

astronomer means June, July and August

— the longest and warmest days of the

year, where daylight predominates. Begin-

ning on June 21, 2010 (at 4:28 am, PDT, if

you must know), the Summer Solstice is

marked by the longest day and the short-

est night of the year. (But wait … in the

Southern Hemisphere, the longest day and

shortest night occur in December!)

Did you know that “sol” and “stice” are

from the Latin for “sun stands still”?

Those of you who enjoyed a classical

education will remember William

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s

Dream, where the play takes place over

the shortest night of the year (i.e., a Sum-
mer Solstice).

Did you know that, while the United

States marks the beginning of Summer

with the longest day, many countries use

the longest day as a midpoint for Summer

(e.g., China, Ireland)? (School textbooks in

Ireland follow the cultural norm of sum-

This week’s program is the one

we look forward to every year —

the Mini-Grant Report. This year, our

club gave out a record 44, $300 mini-

grants to teachers in the Pasadena

Unified School District. This Thursday

they will be reporting to us on ex-

actly what they did with those funds

to enhance the classroom experience

of their students. Every year, we are

amazed at the resourcefulness and

dedication of these teachers to

squeeze as much as possible out of

$300.

This is the program that makes us

proud to be Rotarians. We get to see

and hear directly the impact of our

work. This would also be a good

meeting to bring a guest, because he/

she would also see what a difference

our club can make to the commu-

nity. Let’s all show these wonderful

teachers and their principals that the

Rotary Club of Altadena is solidly

behind the work they do.
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Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

06/08 - Theo Clarke

06/12 - Tom McCurry

06/23 - Margarita Figueroa

06/28 - Phyllis Soza

06/30 - Ron Morris

Anniversaries
06/05 - Wendy Davis & Mike Noll

06/10 - Brian & Gloria Hayes

CongratulationsJune Programs
Program Chair, Ed Jasnow
June 10 - Teacher Mini-Grant Report
June 17 - Rich Boccia - Principal, Blair IB

High School
June 24 - President Dave's Demotion Party

July Programs
Program Chair, To be Announced
July -1 - Club Assembly
July 08 - To be Announced
July 15 - To be Announced
July 22 - To be Announced
July 29 - To be Announced
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How do You like Your Eggs?
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Craig Cox

B
eing an old city boy, about the clos

est I get to farm livin’ is watching re-

runs of Green Acres. David Cisneros,

the Director of Strategy for Moark, LLC,

introduced us to the business and chal-

lenges of producing fresh chicken eggs in

California.

The scale of the business is massive.

The average American consumes 255

eggs per year — not just for breakfast but

in his pasta, cookies and baked goods.

Since the average egg-laying hen can

produce 270 eggs a year with modern

methods (in the 1940s, the number was

about 100 eggs per year) that means there

is about 1 hen per American needed to

keep up with demand. That would be over

300 million birds!

Moark is a large producer with fresh

egg facilities that stretch from California

to Connecticut. Their annual production

is 500 million dozen — or about 6 billion

eggs per year. The business started in 1957

and joined with Land O’ Lakes (LOL) in

2000. LOL acquired 100 percent of the

business in 2006.

Cisneros provided us with some inter-

esting egg facts (that will be especially

helpful for rounds of ag-trivial pursuit):

• Most eggs are laid between 7-11a.

• A hen requires 24 to 26 hours to pro-

duce an egg. Thirty minutes later, she

starts all over again.

• The difference between brown- and

white-shelled eggs is the breed of hen.

Breeds with white earlobes (and feath-

ers) lay white eggs; breeds with red

earlobes (and brown feathers) lay

brown eggs. Both white and brown

eggs have the same nutritional quali-

ties.

• Yolk color depends on the diet of the

hen. Natural yellow-orange substances

such as marigold petals may be added

to light-

colored

feeds to

enhance

c o l o r s .

Artificial

color ad-

d i t i v e s

are not

permit -

ted.

Last year California voters approved

a ballot measure that will require egg pro-

ducers to dramatically change their meth-

ods by 2015. Producers will be required to

give their birds the ability to freely turn

around with their wings extended. The

industry and lawmakers are still trying to

figure out what the rules will be. What we

do know is that, because of these changes,

costs for fresh eggs will increase dramati-

cally in California. If producers find that

they cannot produce eggs profitably, they

will leave the state along with related jobs.

Since the measure passed 63 percent to

37 percent, it is clear that about 2/3rds of

California also get their agriculture knowl-

edge from old sit-coms on cable.
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by John Guerrini, Membership Chair

At the inception of

my term as Member-

ship Chair, I chal-

lenged all Altadena

Rotarians to increase

our Club member-

ship by four new

members this year. How did we do?
The year started well, and, at the be-

ginning of the Rotarian year, I held a lunch

at my office for any Rotarian who wanted

to participate and help the membership

effort. We called ourselves the Member-

ship Committee. Several members signed

on, and, to be clear, some of us have stuck

it out all year; some of us have not. But

everyone had some great ideas at that

first meeting. One of the ideas that was

floated was “why not have a visitor’s day?”

Well, it wasn’t long before we put that

thought into action. And, in November, we

had our first Visitor’s Day. The energy was

phenomenal. So many members brought

at least one guest. Some brought two,

even three! Some (like Jacque) brought

five! There was so much interest in Ro-

tary generated at that one meeting. It’s

difficult to tell if any of those guests would

ultimately join Rotary, but, one thing is

for sure, we proved that the Altadena

Rotarians can bring in the guests when

asked to do it.

Too bad that the energy didn’t last. It’s

clear that, as the year waned, enthusi-

asm waned with it. And that’s probably

par for the course. Not all of us members

necessarily want to get out and spread

the word, invite guests, expand our reach.

And we all have our own schedules to

worry about. Heck, during certain times

of the year, I’m gone more than I’m here!

Still, as much as we tried to convince the

membership that our club is doomed un-

less we bring in new members, a signifi-

cant number of Altadena Rotarians never

managed to bring any guests — not just

on Visitor’s Day but on any day. I believed

then — and I believe now — that, unless

we bring guests to our little Club, the Club

is destined to be history.

Oh, I get it. It’s been a tough year. Let’s

say it again: It’s been a tough year. Not

just for Rotary International and Altadena

Rotary (and Rotary clubs everywhere),

but for all businesses across the board.

Rotarians were not (and are not) unaf-

fected by the economic downturn. In the

last few years, our mightiest Club in the

foothills has lost significant numbers of

members, and I suspect much of the loss

is due to the economic crisis at hand. It’s

easy to sell Rotary to someone who wants

to give back to the community, someone

who wants to be involved (or re-involved)

in the community, someone who wants

give back. It’s even easier when the po-

tential Rotarian is able to afford the vari-

ous dues and lunch costs. But in this

economy, the costs are a hard sell even

to potential Rotarians who can afford

them. And let’s face it — they are the pro-

verbial deal killer to potential Rotarians

who cannot afford them. (As one mem-

ber has succinctly put it: “It may very well

be time to finally assess whether the cur-

rent dues structure makes sense in these

difficult economic times.”)

But back to the original question —

How Did We Do? The answer is that the

Club’s net membership gain is two. So, I

guess we all made it halfway.
But this coming year, we need to make

it all the way. To be clear, the goal will

again be to increase our membership by

four new members. And it’s time that all

Altadena Rotarians step up to the plate

with me and my Membership Committee.

The goal this year is that every Altadena

Rotarian invite at least one guest to each

of our two planned Visitor Days.

A Few Thankyous

Before closing, let me say THANK YOU.

No, let me say it again. “THANK YOU” to

all those who helped me during this year

in our membership efforts. I owe a huge

debt of gratitude, a huge “phew I’m glad

you were there for me” to Jacque Fore-

man, Paul Sirois, and Mike Noll.

Jacque come up with this great idea

that after every meeting, she or I would

write a personal note to each speaker.

For all those meetings where I couldn’t

attend or couldn’t write a note, THANK

YOU JACQUE FOR BEING THERE.

Paul was so often my unofficial backup

when it came to outreach, shaking a hand,

making an introduction, or just plain old

covering my you-know-what. So to Paul,

I say THANK YOU FOR BEING THERE.

And Mike of course is always there by

email or phone when I have a question

on anything Rotary. (I’m convinced that

Mike doesn’t sleep, but that’s an issue for

another column.) So to Mike, I say THANK

YOU FOR BEING THERE.

And to all Altadena Rotarians who have

helped in any way, even a small way,

along this last year of trying to build mem-

bership, I say THANK YOU FOR BEING

THERE.

Let’s all look forward to the new

President’s term, where we can help “build

goodwill and build better friendships.” I’m

honored to be your Membership Chair and

hope that we will work together in the

coming year.

Each One Bring one
That’s All We Ask

Your Membership Committee
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MATTERS
MONEYby Linda

Wilkes

Last Week in the News

Existing home sales rose 7.6 percent in

April to a seasonally adjusted annual rate

of 5.77 million units from 5.36 million units

in March. The inventory of unsold homes

on the market rose 11.5 percent to 4.04

million, an 8.4-month supply at the cur-

rent sales pace, up from an 8.1-month sup-

ply in March.

The Standard & Poor’s/Case-Shiller 20-

city housing price index — on a season-

ally adjusted basis — was unchanged in

March after a 0.1 percent decline in Feb-

ruary.

The consumer confidence index rose

to 63.3 in May from a slightly revised 57.7

in April. Economists had anticipated a

reading of 59. The index was benchmarked

at 100 in 1985, a year chosen because it

was neither a peak nor a trough in con-

sumer confidence.

The Mortgage Bankers Association said

its seasonally adjusted index of mortgage

applications for the week ending May 21

rose 11.3 percent. Refinancing applications

jumped 17 percent. Purchase volume de-

creased 3.3 percent.

Orders for durable goods — items ex-

pected to last three or more years — rose

2.9 percent in April after falling a slightly

revised 1.2 percent in March. The increase

was largely due to a jump in demand for

commercial aircraft. Excluding volatile

transportation-related goods, orders

posted a monthly decrease of 1 percent.

New home sales rose 14.8 percent in

April to a seasonally adjusted annual rate

of 504,000 units from an upwardly revised

rate of 439,000 units in March. Economists

had expected a pace of 425,000 units. The

April reading was the highest level since

May 2008.

Initial claims for unemployment ben-

efits fell by 14,000 to 460,000 for the week

ending May 22. Continuing claims for the

week ending May 15 fell by 49,000 to 4.61

million. Upcoming on the economic cal-

endar are reports on construction spend-

ing on June 1, pending home sales on June

2 and factory orders on June 3.

The FHA Loan

In 1934, the Federal Housing Adminis-

tration (FHA) was created by the National

Housing Act for the primary purpose of

insuring long-term residential mortgage

loans and, thereby, promoting home own-

ership in the United States. Today, the FHA

is the largest government insurer of mort-

gages in the world.

FHA loans have surged in popularity.

In 2005, government-backed FHA loans

represented about 2.8 percent of total

loans originated. Today, the number is

closer to 30 percent. Over the past couple

of years, as credit standards tightened,

FHA loans have become the loan of choice

for many homebuyers.

Contributing to the popularity of FHA

loans is that the maximum loan amount

limit has increased from $417,000 to as

much as $729,750, depending on the county

in which the home is located. Also, if you

qualify for a loan, the loan-to-value (LTV)

ratios are potentially higher than those

for conventional mortgage loans. With

FHA loans, a buyer can borrow up to 96.5

percent of the value of a home. The po-

tential for a higher LTV also makes FHA

loans an attractive option for homeowners

wanting to refinance. And FHA loans come

with fixed mortgage rates providing stable

payments over the life of the loan. Also,

FHA closing costs can be financed into the

total amount of the mortgage.

Traditionally, FHA mortgages were

used to assist first-time homebuyers who

may not have otherwise qualified for a

loan. But FHA loans are no longer just for

first-time homebuyers. They are increas-

ingly used by move-up buyers. The only

restriction is that a purchaser may have

only one FHA loan at a time.

Crew
Continued from p.1

mer commencing on May 1.) (In South-

ern Asia, Summer is defined as lasting

from March to May or June, which is that

continent’s warmest time of year.) But

here in the United States, Summer be-

gins on one day, and one day only — the

day after Memorial Day.

And so it was last week that I should

have noticed that the hustle bustle of

Springtime had given way to the lazy, hazy

days of Summer, a time when I wake up

truly glad that I reside in Southern Cali-

fornia, a place where the beach is half an

hour to the West and the mountains are

half an hour to the East. A place where

fresh cherries are ripe for the picking this

month in Leona Valley, and crunchy

apples will soon be ready for picking in

Oak Glen. A place where The Happiest
Place on Earth is only a short drive to the

south, and some of the world’s scariest

roller coasters are a half hour drive to

the north. A place where the finest res-

taurants in the region are a short drive

away, and where some of the finest win-

eries in the world are a short drive up the

coast. A place where barbecued ham-

burgers are ubiquitous with Summer and

where ice cold Cola means just that — a

real ice cold Cola. A place where we can

eat French toast at Marston’s for break-

fast, picnic in Santa Monica for lunch, and

watch movie stars at Spago for dinner.

Ah, yes, Summer’s here. I’ve waited

all year for these three months. Bring it

on.
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Altadena Rotary’s 12th annual golf

tournament will be held Wednesday, June

30, with about 24 golfers expected to play.

The golfers will play 18 holes in a four-

man scramble format at the Altadena Golf

Course. Tee-time is 9:30a. Lunch will be

provided after the first nine holes have

been played.

 The fee is $50 and $40 for seniors. This

includes 18 holes of golf, sharing a cart

and lunch. All participants will also receive

tee gifts of a club bag, an embroidered

shirt, a sleeve of golf balls, and other gifts.

Prizes will be awarded and the winning

team takes possession of the Club trophy

for one year.

The tournament was established to

honor past club presidents. This year’s

honorary chairperson is Susan Applegate,

president, 1997-98.

Ed Jasnow and Carlton Gustafson are

co-chairmen of this Altadena Rotary Club

fellowship event.

Golf Tournament
slated for June 30

A NEW
ROTARY YEAR

IS COMING
•••

A NEW
ALTADENA ROTARY

DIRECTORY IS COMING

NOW IS THE TIME
TO GIVE

MIKE ZOELLER &
YOUR EDITOR

YOUR NEW PHOTO

YOUR CHANGE OF
ADDRESS

YOUR NEW PHONE
NUMBER

A SECOND EMAIL
ADDRESS

Flags on Lake Avenue
Memorial Day - May 31

Please turn to Flags, p. 7
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Nick and I have been traveling a bit —

hence the lack of articles lately, but trust

us, it’s been worth it. We’ve been to Chi-

cago, and I have been in Tucson and DC,

adding to my rising cholesterol count. But

rest assured, it’s all for you, our readers.

Meanwhile, we also need to post some

new recipes, because as one of our read-

ers reminded us today, “I have no new

recipes!” So here’s a new one — pancetta-

wrapped shrimp and sweet potato puree.

It’s delightfully easy. And who doesn’t love

pancetta wrapped around shrimp?

First, the recipe:

20 large shrimp, raw

Crushed black pepper

20 thin slices of pancetta

Vegetable oil to coat the shrimp

1-2 pounds sweet potatoes
1/

8 
cup olive oil

¼ teaspoon cumin

¼ teaspoon cinnamon

¼ teaspoon sugar

¼ teaspoon ground black pepper

½ teaspoon salt

handful pear tomatoes, for garnish

handful chopped parsley, for garnish

one garlic clove, smashed, for garnish

***

Before you do anything, fire up the grill

and heat up the oven to 400 degrees F.

Roughly chop the potatoes and toss

with the olive oil and spices.

Wrap in aluminum foil.

Put into the oven for 45 minutes.

Meanwhile, sprinkle the pepper on the

shrimp.

Then wrap them (carefully!) in the

pancetta.

The Last Drop
by John Guerrini

THE OCCASIONAL MUSINGS OF A ROTARIAN OBSESSED WITH FOOD AND WINE

Pancetta-Wrapped Shrimp and Sweet Potato Puree

Grab a decent bottle of Pinot.

Tonight it’s the 2007 J Vineyards Rus-

sian River Pinotage, a little known pro-

ducer of an even less-known varietal. With

a stellar 92-point rating by Wine Specta-

tor, and only 670 cases produced, the 2007

unloads gobs of cocoa liquor and figs on

the nose.

The palate is pure fig and cherry but

wait, it doesn’t let up there, it continues to

the midpalate with cinnamon and vanilla

and finishes with oodles of spice. This wine

is not for the faint of heart — it’s full bod-

ied and deep purple. You might mistake it

for a zinfandel if it weren’t for the label

that so prominently declares, “I’m a

Pinotage!”

While in the oven, the potatoes will

steam away, ultimately softening up.

Then they are ready for the processor.

Puree until blended well, approximately

two minutes. The processor will add air to

the mixture, making the end result almost

ethereal.

Into a very hot saucepan, toss the ol-

ive oil, pear tomatoes and garlic. It will

only take 30 seconds — any more and

you will have tomato sauce!

On the hot grill, place the shrimp that

have been coated in oil.

In a few minutes, plate up.

Until next time …
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Flags
continued from p.5
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